
Washburn City Commission Minutes 
February 8, 2016 

6:30 p.m. City Hall 
 

Commission Members Present:  Jacobson, Baumann, Kroll, Moran & Thomas.  Absent:  None. 

Commissioner Thomas called the meeting to order.  
 
Motion to approve minutes from January 11th, 2016, Jacobson and seconded by Kroll, discussion, none.  
Roll Call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve minutes from January 14th, 2016, Jacobson and seconded by Moran, discussion, 
none.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the financials:  Baumann and seconded by Moran.  Discussion:  Thomas questioned 
transferring of funds, a data entry error on a budgeted item and asked about terminology on the cash 
balance report.  Zimmerman explained that there were payments being made out of the wrong 
accounts so the accounts were changed on a number of transactions, she would correct the budget 
amount, and get back to the commission on the terminology.  Thomas told Zimmerman that it was not 
acceptable for her to transfer funds and would like to know how she came up with the amount of 
correction in the employee pension fund.  Zimmerman suggested he stop by the office in advance with 
questions and she would be happy to explain, but does not have an exact answer at this time.  Roll call:  
all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Jacobson motioned to approve the transfer of 1,000 from the lodging tax back to the general fund, and 
seconded by Moran.  Discussion:  this is the initial money in the MMDA needed to start the account.  
Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to waive the fee for the EMS Banquet for use of the hall, Kroll and seconded by Jacobson.  
Discussion, none.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Lynn Oberg, McLean Sheridan Rural Water, requesting the City to actively address the issue of ongoing 
issues they are having with TTHM’s and the ND State Health Department; McLean Sheridan has been 
failing tests for over a year.  A number of attempts have been made to address the issue on Washburn’s 
side.  Adam Thomas, City of Washburn, was present and agreed that the City has used different 
chemicals and approaches to lower the TTHM’s, none have been highly successful.  Oberg’s official 
request is for Washburn to switch to a Chloramine process of cleaning water.  He furthered that the 
turbidity in the water is too high at different times due to the changing water in the Missouri River.  
Tests results for Mclean Sheridan have come back as high as .130.  It has become a problem since the 
testing requirements have changed and many Cities are using the process with great success.  McLean 
Sheridan buys water from Washburn and resells it to 144 users with a use of close to 4 million gallons 
per year and an initial buy in of the water plant of $150,000.00.  There was also grant money that was 
given to the city to start the process and it never was implemented.  He asks for Commissioner Thomas’s 
help to move this forward. 
 
Jasper Klein, AE2S, gave some history on the subject and informed the Commission that when the new 
water plant was constructed, it was designed with pumps and the needed equipment for the chloramine 



feed, but in the end it was not included in the project.  He provided a preliminary estimate to the 
Commission on new pumps to feed the system.   He added that the only other Missouri River water 
system not using Chloramines is South Central and that is only due to another treatment process that 
they are using; he cited that Williston, Riverdale, Garrison, Bismarck, Mandan are all using Chloramines.  
He believes the only long term solution is going to the Chloramine process.  He recommends that if the 
City wants to help their secondary user, this is the only option. 
 
Commissioner Thomas states that the City has done quite a bit to bring the TTHM levels down and that 
McLean Sheridan has not.  He recommends putting in another flush hydrant and flushing adequately at 
least 2 times per year.  Since the City has gotten their numbers down and McLean Sheridan has not, it 
shows that they are not flushing enough past the testing site.  He would like them to try installing extra 
flushing sites and see if that helps and, in his opinion, they need to do more.  He points out that per 
contract Washburn is obligated to provide MS with the same quality of water as Washburn at the point 
of entry and we are doing that. 
 
Commissioner Jacobson added that this has been an ongoing issue that they have been working on since 
last July and encourages the Commission to bring it to a resolution.  In his opinion, the City needs to 
begin the process of switching to Chloramines to ensure that the product the City is selling is good.  He 
admits that in the July he was not in favor or changing over to this process, but since that time he has 
researched, visited the Garrison plant for more information on the process and now feels that this is the 
best option for Washburn.  The City Engineer, WTP employee and Commissioner Jacobson all approve 
the transferring over to this process and recommend the implementation. 
 
Baumann states that he does not like Washburn water and is afraid that the impact on the water in 
town is going to be significant and asks why we need to put in so many chemicals.  He asks why the 
disinfection needs to be done at the plant rather than at the McLean Sheridan connection point.   
 
Motion to switch to chloramines Jacobson and seconded by Moran.  Discussion:  Mr. Oberg states that 
McLean Sheridan is willing to pay for a portion of the equipment needed for the changeover and is 
prepared for a rate increase as well.  Thomas states that as the rest of the Commissioners have very 
little knowledge of water treatment, it is a lot of information for them take in with no prep and to 
understand before the meeting, with only one month’s notice.  He would like to give them a month to 
think about it.  Jacobson states the reason for portfolios is so that one person does the research and 
legwork and then recommend to the Commission the findings.  Thomas asks Klein what the process of 
transferring over will involve.  Klein says it has already been approved by the State of ND but will 
probably be resent and notices sent out of the change. The equipment is already installed.  Roll call:  
Aye, Jacobson, Kroll, Moran and Nay, Baumann, Thomas.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to purchase (4) highway lights on 83 as per budgeted on the South end of Washburn at a price of 
$643.09 per light, Jacobson and seconded by Kroll.  Discussion:  none.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
Discussion on a new lawn mower, a budgeted item.  Item tabled until a bid is received from RDO 
 
Motion to approve the office getting bids for a new front sign at City Hall, Jacobson and seconded by 
Moran.  Discussion:  none.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 



Motion to approve the pledge of securities from Farmers Security Bank, Baumann and seconded by 
Kroll.  Roll call: all in favor motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the hiring of (2) part time librarians, Nancy Hillerud and Nancy Fuchs, to a maximum 
of 40 hours per month; employees will be job sharing, Moran and seconded by Kroll.  Discussion, none.  
Roll call: all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to pay the new librarian’s $10.00/hour, Jacobson and seconded by Moran.  Discussion:  
Zimmerman states that the mill levy received pays only for employee salaries.  Thomas thinks the Library 
board should decide how much the librarians get paid from their budget like the Park Board.  Scholl 
stated the employees were offered $10.00 per hour, as they are starting tomorrow, and then will revisit 
the topic next month.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the beer and wind liquor license for the Lewis & Clark Café, Baumann and seconded 
by Kroll.  Discussion, none.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve work on the floor at the Memorial Building, Kroll and seconded by Moran.  
Discussion:  The school received (2) bids on work being done on the floor at the school and included the 
Memorial Building on one of them.  Washburn Public Schools will pay $3,500.00 for additional lines on 
the floor with understanding that they can continue to use when needed, $5,150.00 from the City 
budget and $8,060.00 from the American Legion, which will allow for some extra work to be done.  The 
Memorial Building will be closed the first (2) week of July for the work to be completed.  The City 
portion may change with scope of work.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Motion to advertise for (2) summer employees the first 2 weeks in March at a starting wage of $14.00 
per hour, Thomas and seconded by Jacobson.  Discussion:  Thomas suggests if the same employees 
return they will each receive an additional $.25 per hour.  Roll call:  all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Thomas calls for a Special Commission Meeting on Tuesday, February 16, 2016, for a 
discussion and update on the 2016 Street Projects with Ae2S Engineering. 
 
Portfolios: 
Jacobson:  Is requesting more information on upcoming Special Assessments so residents can financially 
plan, as their mortgages may go up.   
 
Baumann:  none. 
Kroll:  none. 
Moran:  none. 
Thomas:  from February meeting, he would like to see bleachers put on the stage. Thomas directs the 
auditor to buy locally on all products for the City.  Baumann asks what type of diesel is being bought, A. 
Thomas explained we have a vehicle that takes that type. 
  
Zimmerman: She attended a WAEDA meeting and there was a discussion on the Lodging tax. She 
recommends setting up some guidelines for the use of funds, Thomas requests to wait until next 
meeting.  The City may need to consider covering for the Memorial Building floor in the future as the 
floor is being redone.   
 
 



Bills:  
000284E ND STATE TAX COMMISSION $566.92 

 000287E REVTRAK $179.44 

 000288E GLOBAL PAYMENTS $162.97 

 000289E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $2,563.44 

 000290E WASHBURN PARK BOARD $25,000.00 

 000291E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $3,106.41 

 000292E BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD $4,329.37 

 000293E VERIZON WIRLESS $171.38 

 000294E CITY OF WASHBURN $684,575.00 

27620 US POSTAL OFFICE $167.27 

27621 Hendrikson, Sharon $911.08 

27622 Ogden, Mark $351.92 

27623 Rothmann, Bryan $1,696.64 

27624 Thomas, Adam L. $1,447.30 

27625 Zimmerman, Joan $1,433.74 

27626 Zimmerman, Kim $1,722.19 

27627 ASC CONSTRUCTION $459.00 

27628 BROWN & SAENGER $7.19 

27629 DOUGHTERTY & COMPANY LLC $500.00 

27630 KINETIC LEASING $35,102.00 

27631 MCLEAN CO TREASURE $22,776.01 

27632 MCLEAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT $12,295.77 

27633 MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS $80.25 

27634 MVTL LAB $25.00 

27635 
ND HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
CHEMISRTY $664.07 

27636 OTTERTAIL POWER $4,529.51 

27637 AMERICAN FUNDS $920.24 

27638 
JOHN HANCOCK ANNUITIES 
SERVICE $302.33 

27639 AE2S $7,060.00 

27640 AMERIPRIDE $365.17 

27641 BROWN & SAENGER $44.98 

27642 CARDMEMBER SERVICES $810.84 

27643 FARMERS UNION INSURANCE $51.00 

27644 
FISHBECK TECHNOLOGY 
CONSULTING $24.00 

27645 HAWKINS $37.50 

27646 JAVA ROSE $55.00 

27647 LEADER NEWS $482.40 

27648 Matthew Bender $62.18 

27649 MCLEAN ELECTRIC $186.50 

27650 ND DEPT OF HEALTH LAB SERVICES $32.00 

27651 NEWMAN TRAFFIC SIGNS $108.11 

27652 OFFICE OF STATE AUDITOR $165.00 

27653 RDO EQUIPMENT $106.97 

27654 SCOTTS HARDWARE $258.58 

27655 
STEVEN L. VOGELPOHL ATTORNEY 
A $4,813.26 

27656 WAGON WHEEL LUMBER $163.13 

27657 WASHBURN CIVIC CLUB $100.00 

27658 WASTE MANAGEMENT $8,386.21 

27659 WEST RIVER TELEPHONE $627.87 

27660 ZENON ENVIRONMENTAL CORP $1,465.00 



27661 Hendrikson, Sharon $1,014.31 

27662 Ogden, Mark $515.10 

27663 Patterson, Elizabeth A. $1,239.16 

27664 Rothmann, Bryan $1,738.40 

27665 Thomas, Adam L. $1,534.49 

27666 Zimmerman, Joan $1,648.29 

27667 Zimmerman, Kim $1,527.38 

27668 AE2S $10,206.75 

27669 US POSTAL OFFICE $168.15 

 
Motion to pay the bills, Jacobson and seconded by Moran.  Discussion: none.  Roll call:  all in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Joan Zimmerman, Auditor 
City of Washburn  
 
 


