
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
October 11, 2010 6:30 pm 

 
 

The Washburn City Commission met on Monday October 11, 2010 at 6:30 pm in the Washburn City 
Hall.  The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hager, Laning, Bauer, Miller, and 
Moran, Commissioners Absent: none Commissioner Miller called the meeting to order.  
 
Commissioner Moran moved to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2010. Commissioner Miller 
seconded the motion.  All Approved.  
 
Commissioner Hager moved to approve the minutes of the October 4, 2010. Commissioner Laning 
seconded the motion.  All Approved.  
 
Ladd Erickson, McLean County State’s Attorney, presented information on the McLean County 
Courthouse initiative that will be on the November 2, 2010 ballot. Erickson explained the costs that are 
projected and the cost to the residents annually on taxes. Erickson offered to speak to any other groups 
the City Commission would like to inform others about the Courthouse initiative.  
 
Darrell Scheresky, Enerbase Agronomy, presented a plan for a new dry fertilizer distribution plant. The 
height of the structure will be over the accepted building height according to Ordinance #117 A, and will 
need a variance approved to begin the project. Scheresky was referred to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to begin the procedure for the variance. Sharon Chrest was present at the meeting as a 
landowner adjacent to the proposed project site. Chrest was concerned about the dust factor that will 
come with the traffic that will be present at the business and if there is any treatment that can be done to 
the gravel  road to lessen dust.  Dave Thompson stated there are substances available to place on the road 
and he will get in contact with Scheresky and give him the names of the products.   
 
Russ Sorenson and Jasper Klein from AE2S were present for updates. Klein reported that the Water 
Treatment Plant Project is going along very well with the intake structure construction in the river 
beginning. PKG is starting to place rocks in the river for the crane to set on. Next week the divers should 
be on site to begin the underwater component of the construction. At this time the project should be 
basically completed by year end.  Sorenson discussed the additional computer and software that will be 
needed for the Water Treatment Plant the cost being $1000.00 for hardware and $3300.00 for software. 
The cost will go through the project but AE2S would like to have the City Commission’s support for the 
purchase when the cost are presented to the  ND Health Dept as part of the project. The Commissioners 
gave their support to the addition to the project. 
 
Sorenson discussed the damage to the Cenex Water tower due to the overheating of the building due to 
the mechanical failure of the thermostat. All of the regulatory equipment is still in working order with 
the water levels and other operations still being sent to the water treatment plant for analysis. However 
due to the excessive heat in the building the electronic components will need to be replaced at a future 
date.  At this time the only ones that need immediate replacement are the thermostat and the heater 
before cold weather arrives. 
 
Hager made a motion to have all the commercial property within the City of Washburn re-assessed for 
taxable value, Laning seconded the motion Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, 
“NAY” none  “ABSENT” none. Motion carried   
 
Discussion was held on future special assessments. Hager would like to have property owners know an 
estimate of what their responsibility will be upon the completion of the property before the project 
begins.   
 
Discussion on the platting the un-platted lands within the City: The Commission directed Dave 
Thompson of Tomas Engineering to look into what it will take to accomplish this task and make a 
recommendation on how to proceed.  
 
Hager made a motion to approve the following amendment to the April 12, 2010 Commissioner Meeting 
due to a typographical error, Laning seconded, Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, 
Miller “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none 

• Water rates, when new meters are placed, will be increasing $1.00 per thousand gallons of usage, 
after the minimum $37.00 for the first 2000 gallons. Resulting in the total cost if water after the 
minimum charge to be $2.00/1000 gallons. Also a $1.00 per month maintenance fee for meters 
will be included in the bill.  

 
Hager made a motion to enroll in the ND State Fire and Tornado equipment breakdown coverage for the 
City of Washburn’s policy, Laning seconded the motion  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, 



Moran, Miller. “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried 
 
Bauer made motion to accept the proposal from Midcontinent TV to provide the service of updating and 
controlling the Washburn Community Access Channel, Hager seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote 
“AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Discussion held on changing the template of the agenda for City Commission meetings, issue was tabled.     
 
Second reading of Ordinance #53A was completed, Bauer made a motion to approve the second reading, 
Laning seconded the motion Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, 
“ABSENT” none. Motion carried. Upon publication this amended ordinance will be in place. 
 
Second reading of Ordinance #63A was completed; Hager made a motion to approve the second reading, 
Laning seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, 
“ABSENT” none. Motion carried. Upon publication this amended ordinance will be in place. 
 
Dave Thompson of Toman Engineering was present and reported the crack and sealing of roads will take 
place at the end of October, some of the roads affected will be Main Ave and streets around the 
Courthouse, others will also be repaired as time allows.  Thompson will call Bechtold concerning the 
areas that need repaired from last year’s street projects.  
 
PORTFOLIOS:  
 
LANING:  Hawkins Ave placement discussed, Hager made a motion to have Hawkins Chemical come to 
the next meeting and discuss their plans Laning seconded the motion, All approved.   The emergency 
access road near 1st Ave has had damage due to water and traffic and need improvements Mark Lelm 
has agreed to pay the labor to fix the road if the city will provide the gravel due to he has a contractor in 
the area. Laning made a motion to purchase the gravel for the repair of the emergency road, Hager 
second the motion, Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller “NAY” none, 
“ABSENT” none. Motion carried 
 
BAUER:  A resident in the City has a partially completed fence, the fence at this time is completed with 
the finished side to the interior, and Ordinance #117A states that all fences must have the finished side to 
the exterior. Bauer made a motion to send a certified letter to the resident to complete the fence, Hager 
seconded the motion, all approved.  Motion carried 
 
HAGER: Asked if there will be time to repair fire hydrants and gate valves this year, Dahme will check 
to see what can be done before freeze-up. 
 
MORAN: none 
 
MILLER: Presented a One Cent Sales Tax application from the City of Washburn for $30,000.00 for the 
small road repair and crack and seal of damaged areas within the City to use funds from the Community 
Street, Water and Sewer fund. Also presented was a One Cent Sales Tax application for the City of 
Washburn for $48,000.00 to repair 6 fire hydrants and 6 water main gate valves funds to be used from 
the Community Infrastructure fund. Both of these applications were passed by the One Cent Sales Tax 
Committee. Laning made a motion to approve both One Cent Sales Tax application submitted by the 
City of Washburn, Bauer seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, 
Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried  
 
Price presented a letter from the WHS Yearbook Staff asking for a placement of an ad in the 2010-2011 
yearbooks.  Hager made a motion to approve a $100.00 ad in the Washburn High School Yearbook, 
Moran seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, 
“ABSENT” none. Motion carried.  Price presented the invitation to the CCC Annual Meeting, Bauer will 
attend.  
 
The following bills were presented:  
23065 J-S Sanitation      42.00 
23066 Chad A Dahme             1,496.88 
23067 Julie Petersen               320.31 
23068 Barbara Price     483.84 
23069 Milissa Price            1,375.93 
23070 Bryan L Rothmann        2,218.51 
23071 Adam Thomas    772.15 
23072 Vetter, Nadina    203.17 
23073 Ashwin Weinmann  573.20 
23074 Joan R Zimmerman  858.00 
23075 Farmers Security Bank 2,358.66 
23076 Alltel      70.52 



23077 Bl Cr/ Bl SH            6,178.57 
23078 Cardmember Services 782.87 
23079 Hawkins Inc            1,322.60 
23080 Northland Financial  110.00 
23081 One Call Concepts    33.80 
23082 Southwest Business    26.07 
23083 Agnew Steel Inc.  829.60 
23084 Brent's Total Lawn  390.00 
23085 Dirty Deeds     90.00 
23086 Fargo Water   156.01 
23087 Ferguson Waterworks    61.80 
23088 ND Assoc. of Oil & Gas    75.00 
23089 Sanitary Septic  530.00 
23091 Lindell Law     50.00 
23090 Washburn Public Lib     2,500.00 
23092 Northern Excavating   51,000.00 
23094 American Funds   391.96 
23095 John Hancock   217.46 
23096 McLean Cty Sher           7,488.56 
23097 Otter Tail      .     4,112.35 
23098 Washburn Airport          2,420.75 
23099 Washburn Fire Dept      4,085.00 
23100 Washburn Park Board   3,962.50 
23093 Postmaster   157.64 
23109 Farmers Security Bank 2,500.05 
23101 Chad A Dahme             1,961.83 
23102 Julie Petersen    320.31 
23103 Barbara Price    516.16 
23104 Milissa Price             1,558.78 
23105 Bryan L Rothmann        2,127.91 
23106 Adam Thomas   823.10 
23107 Vetter, Nadina     70.19 
23108 Joan R Zimmerman  996.20 
23110 Ceda, Inc   688.00 
23111 NDSU EXTENSION  125.00 
23112 AFLAC    451.88 
23113 BHG             3,709.10 
23114 First District Health    36.00 
23115 Krause's Super Valu      7.67 
23116 MDU     190.85 
23117 NAPA    329.00 
23118 Roehrich's Hardware  248.44 
23119 Swanston Equipment  459.00 
23120 Wagon Wheel Lumber  274.28 
23121 Waste Management      6,443.52 
23122 WRT             1,031.67 
23123 Andrew Dockter   150.00 
23124 Smith Bakke Porsborg  644.00 
23125 AmeriPride   302.15 
23126 Enerbase   592.85 
23127 Dwight Hetletved            1,500.00 
23128 Hawkins              1,552.97 
23129 MEC Services   114.83 
23131 MVTL    175.00 
23132 RDO.   101.10  
23133 Fishbeck Technology  195.00 
23134 Hoffer, Charlie            1,398.50 
23135 Matthew Bender & Co,    19.47 
102 AE2S            31,709.34 
103 Edling Electric            41,896.91 
104 PKG Contracting           101,171.74 
 
Commissioner Hager made a motion to pay the bills, Moran seconded the motion all approved. 
 
  Miller adjourned the meeting 
 
 
 
 


