
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
March 8, 2010 6:30 pm 

 
 

The Washburn City Commission met on Monday March 8, 2010 at 6:30 pm in the 
Washburn City Hall.  The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hager, 
Klaudt, Lelm, Miller, and Moran, Commissioners Absent: none. Commissioner Miller 
called the meeting to order.  
 
Lelm moved to approve the minutes, Hager called for discussion on amending the minutes 
from last month.  The minutes should read that Mr. Heringer requested Mr. Miller to 
present and discuss the re-assessment of the Red Barn Building and the Bunk House due to 
extensive remodeling.   The February minutes are to be amended and were approved, Lelm 
motion, Hager seconded. All approve. 
 
Dwight Hetletved presented information on a change for the bill detail for the 
commissioners.   
 
Miller commended Kayla Wiese for her outstanding volunteer work and proclaimed 
March 8, 2010, as the “Kayla Wiese, Prudential Spirit of Community Recognition Day in 
Washburn”. 
 
A representative from Ottertail Power Company and local serviceman Andy Caylor talked 
with the commission regarding the use of lights poles for city signing and a letter sent to the 
City in January requesting the removal of all signs by June 1, 2010.  Ron Montonye 
explained to the commission that the City of Washburn’s use of light poles as sign poles 
was excessive and a potential hazard to employees should a climbing situation arise.  
Klaudt requested an extension to the June 1st deadline due to the spring work for City 
employees which can be excessive.  Mr. Montonye declined the extension. 
 
Virginia Lawson, HDC Development and Co. LLC and John Renner presented plans to the 
commission for a new development on the north side of Hwy 83.  Plans are to include a 
residential facility, possible daycare and eventual nursing home.  Mr. Renner requested the 
city to build a frontage road from the water tower to the county shop.  He stated that it 
would not need to be a paved road, just a simple gravel road to allow access to the new 
facility.  Klaudt asked for figures on the cost of a road and then directed Mr. Renner to 
approach Planning and Zoning as things we solidified.   
 
Jerome Lind requested to buy the Park Addition E 25 ft Lot 3, Block 12 for $100.00.   
Hager tabled the request.  This land is currently in reserve for use during the Water 
Treatment Plant upgrade.   
 
Ladd Erickson, States Attorney, gave a status update on the McLean County Courthouse 
and answered questions from Commissioners regarding the use of the Memorial Building 
and City Hall for court.  Erickson thanked the Commissioners and staff for the 
accommodations and the help in arrangements. 
 
Russ Sorenson, AE2S gave a project update on the Water Treatment Plant.  He made a 
special note to the commission that John Renner was very accommodating during the 
water tower project and was very easy to work with.   Sorenson presented information on 
the new membranes, stated the new screen will be placed in the Missouri River this fall 
between August 31-November 13.  The new basin is in place; all the rooms are gone, new 
transformers are on the way and will continue to keep the commission informed monthly 
on the changes in materials and costs.  
 
Dave Thompson, Toman Engineering.  Toman has sent a final payment for the street 
projects.  Has spoken with Northern Excavating on the water & sewer and is still in the 
process of negotiating days.  The plans for the multi-use trail and tunnel are done and 
moving forward on this 2010 project.  They have also started to transfer data and getting 
started on the GIS program for the City. 
 
The Board of Equalization meeting is scheduled for April 13th, 6:30 p.m. with the City 



Commission meeting to follow.   
 
Hager discussed the fishing pier from the ND Game and Fish; this was a $13000 grant that 
the City received.  Discussion was had on where to place the pier, where the best access will 
be and the cost involved in preparing the area for handicap access.  Will gather more 
information on the timeline for delivery as well as appropriate placement. 
 
Approval of One Cent Sales application from the Corner Teen center.  Ray moves, 
DeWayne seconded, Motion carried. 
 
Portfolios: 
Kim Klaudt:  Checked into the light bill the City received for the lights along 83 and Hwy 
200.  The DOT will offer no help on the cost of the repair of the light fixtures. 
 
Mark Lelm:  Invited anyone interested to the Beautification meeting on Wednesday, 4:30 
p.m. City Hall. 
 
Ray Hager:  Discussed with Lelm the name of the Washburn Rural Ambulance. 
 
DeWayne:  Is looking into the bills from the Library bathroom project. 
 
Larry Thomas:  Informed the Commission that there was a monitoring violation in 
February due to a power failure and notices would be going out to residents.  Requested 
that load restrictions be put back in place.  Lelm asked Thomas about the road to the boat 
ramp and when/if it was closed.  Thomas stated that the road is closed due to the poor 
condition of the road 
 
Kim Klaudt made a motion to enact load restrictions effective 03/15/2010 to vehicles of 
12,000 pounds per axle and 80,000 pounds gross weight per vehicle on Border Lane and 
Case Street and 12000 pounds per axle and 65,000 pounds on all other City Streets of the 
City of Washburn until a date that heavy vehicles will no longer cause damage to streets.  
Lelm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Zimmerman requested direction from the commission on the Northern Plains Heritage 
Foundation Survey.  The Commission declined to participate. 
 
The ND Insurance Reserve Fund is offering flood insurance.  The Commission declined to 
purchase. 
 
Neil Herringer, City Assessor, that the Red Building and the Bunk House are to be 
reassessed.   
 
Mr. Herringer asked about the $150000 tax exemption for new construction and whether 
the City is going to participate.  The item was tabled for next month.   
 
Relay for Life is planning a Family Dance in April and requests the $75 fee be waived for 
the event.  Hager made the motioned, Lelm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Hager made a motion to pay the bills, Lelm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Klaudt made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
 
The following checks were written for payroll: B Price#, 22647,2269 M Price #22648,22691 
Rothmann#22649,22692 L Thomas #22651,22693 J Zimmerman #22653,22695, A 
Thomas#22650 , Vetter#22652,22694, Peterson#22646,22689 
 
The following bills were presented: 
22640 Alltel        70.20 
22638 AmeriPride   201.10 
22639 MEC      125.82 
22641 MVTL Lab     25.00 
22642 Toman Eng        11,901.40 
22643 Edling Electric          4,398.29 



22644 Philbrick Excavating 210.00 
22645 ND Water & Pollution  110.00 
22656 Braun Intertec -         2,322.13 
22654 Farmers Security       2,141.42 
22655 Bl Cross/BlShield       3,674.23 
22657 Alltel Utilities                  49.71 
22658 Cardmember                513.76 
22659 MDU -                        1,486.00 
22660 Northland Financial       110.00 
22661 One Call Concepts        1.30 
22662 Otter Tail Power Co. - 5,559.61 
22663 Carpet World     295.74 
22664 Nelson Carpet     190.00 
22665 RG Painting     150.00 
22666 Alltel        70.20 
22667 McLean Cty Sheriff    7,488.56 
22668 John Hancock     448.18 
22669 American Funds            391.96 
 22670 Washburn Airport      3,250.00 
22671 Washburn Fire Dpt     3,702.50 
22672 Washburn Park Brd    3,962.50 
22673 BHG Inc.       58.60 
22674 BHG Inc.     466.45 
22675 AFLAC                345.52 
22676 Dwight Hetletved        1,500.00 
22677 First District Health          36.00 
22678 McLean Electric Coop   128.00 
22679 NAPA                               20.85 
22680 Roehrich's Hardware     117.61 
22681 Southwest Business      228.99 
22682 Swanston Equip            459.00 
22683 Wagon Wheel            1,237.53 
22684 WRT                             637.78 
22685 Doc's Shop                   195.32 
22686 Edling Electric              299.20 
22687 MEC                          1,578.63 
22688 Protection Systems      340.00 
22696 Farmers Security       1,915.02 
22637 Farmers Security       2,193.54 
67 Edling Electric                 9,893.45 
68 PKG                            481,463.48 
69 Edling Electric                 4,733.82 
70 AE2S                             13,828.16 
71 New Age Heating          17,129.16  
72 Edling Electric Inc         15,854.35 
73 Ceda,                      1,953.00 
74 PKG Contracting           78,276.90 
75 AE2S                             20,139.79 
 76 AE2S                              7,882.63 
77 Edling Electric               37,312.15 
78 New Age                       30,597.39 
 
 
 
Approved: ______________________________________________________President 
 
Attest: _________________________________________________________CEDD 
 
 


