City of Washburn
Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting
March 3, 2014 7:00 pm

Commissioners present: Price, Thomas, and Haugen.  Absent: Bauer and Kaiser.

CPrice called the meeting to order.

CPrice opened the Public Hearing for a rezoning request for the property: Scheresky explained briefly the project he is proposing in the area he would like to rezone. His plan is to build a 70’x120’ building, half would be for his own personal use the half would be for rental units.  He is planning a stick building (Eagle Span). All items will need to be housed inside the building renters will not be allowed to place items outside or along the building.

CPrice called for public comment.

Ray Hager asked for clarification of the building, Scheresky explained the building would be half rental use and the other half personal use. The building would have 12 foot garage doors. 

Elaine Carr asked why this area was chosen. Scheresky explained that there are not any utilities readily available in the area so it is not conducive to having homes built in the area.

Lauern Hunze had questions on where the lot lines are located and if there is road access at this time to the lots that are being considered or would Scheresky have to build a road.  Hunze also stated he has some issues with spot zoning. It creates issues in the future for property owners in the area placing commercial lots in the middle of a residential area. Hunze is not in favor of the change. Hunze also stated that 12th  Street is not good for year around travel.

Keith Jacobson stated he and his wife purchased their home in the area just last summer and with the knowledge of the surrounding area being residential. He is not in favor of the change. 

Tony Thorson asked if there is not water and sewer to the area what else is the area good for.

Price called for any other comments from the public.  Hearing none Price closed the public hearing.

Thomas made motion to deny the request for the zone change to the City Commission, due to the residents attending the public hearing were not in favor of the project, Haugen seconded the motion. Discussion: Thomas stated that to get utilities to the property one would need to bore under the railroad tracks and that could be expensive. No other discussion. “Aye”, Thomas, Haugen, Price, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” Kaiser, Bauer. Motion carried.

Jim Petersen was present and is requesting to place water and sewer to an unattached garage he is planning to build on his property. Petersen would like to run the utilities from his house out to the garage.  Thomas stated he did not have a problem with it. MPrice stated that the ordinance does not allow utilities to be shared. CPrice stated this is a question for the City Commission. 

Marvin Stroh would like to build a garage with an apartment inside.  CPrice stated if the building is built to the regulations within the City of Washburn Ordinance #117 A.  Recommendation was made to Stroh to complete a building permit and see if his plan will meet the requirements.

Jeremy Haugen presented a letter of resignation for his position on the Planning and Zoning Commission due to he will be moving. Haugen was thanked for his time he served on the Commission and his letter will be forwarded to the City Commission.

Meeting adjourned. 

