Washburn Planning & Zoning
March 7th, 2016
Meeting immediately following public hearing at 6:30 p.m.


Members present:  Price, Scholl, Patterson, Kaiser and Thomas
Absent:  Done
Public:  Dave & Tammy Peyer

Peyer asked if Scholl is now ok with the four conditions being met that she was concerned about last meeting.  Scholl stated that four conditions have to be met to have a variance, and she doesn’t see where we meet all of those conditions.  

Thomas asked if Peyer plans on putting garages on this property.  Peyer stated that if he adds garages then he won’t be able to get assistance from the state.  If garages then the renters have too much stuff and then won’t qualify for assistance.  Peyer is trying to get the rent down on these complex to about $500.00 per renter.  Peyer stated that only four of the units will be 2 bedroom and the remaining will only be one bedroom.  They are targeting renters that are 55 and older, main objective is not to have younger people that need assistance.  Peyer stated that senior citizens will have first pick out of any possible renter.  

Scholl asked what if this is denied.  Peyer stated that they then have to start from scratch and restart the whole process.  

Kaiser stated that his concern is with the variance.  He is in agreement with the property, but would like the project to fit in the property that we are working with.  

Thomas stated after doing calculations, the variance that really is needed is only two feet on each side, not four.  Thomas stated we are only supposed to give the minimum amount of variance that is needed.  

Motion to recommend the approval of the re-zoning to commercial for this project with the understanding that if the project falls through, the re-zoning returns back to Mobile Home Park.  Also that this change is only good for one year, Thomas and seconded by Kaiser.  Discussion:  none. All in favor, motion carries.  

Thomas stated that if the building can’t go any smaller, maybe they have the units be two feet wider instead two feet longer.   Peyer stated that this would then cut into his parking lot which he does not want to do.  

Motion to make a recommendation for the City to grant a two foot variance on each site, Thomas and seconded by Patterson.  Discussion:  Kaiser would like this project to fit within the guidelines.  Kaiser stated that two feet doesn’t seem like a lot, but where does it stop.    Peyer advised that we need to compare apples to apples.  They have a ditch on one side and utility right away on the other side.  Thomas stated that he doesn’t believe that this is unique and things like this have been done before.  Peyer stated that the benefit by the increase of property value will outweigh the disadvantages.  All in favor, motion passes.  

Motion to approve the extra sign for Ag Pro, Kaiser and seconded by Thomas.  Discussion:  none.  All in favor, motion passes.

Motion to adjourn by Price
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