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WORKING TO POSITION AND PROMOTE WASHBURN AS A QUALITY PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, GATHER AND DO BUSINESS.  

 

A New Year means new opportunities.  Just 
what does that look like for our Washburn 
community?  This is something that I’ve been 
thinking a lot about since taking on my new 
role as the Director and a question that I 
hope to answer in the next few months with 
the help of our community as we move 
forward with a few new opportunities. 

Starting on January 25th at 8:30 am at the 
Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center I will be 
starting a monthly Community Roundtable 
where I am inviting a representative(s) from 
businesses, organizations, clubs, extension 
services, etc. to come together to discuss 
what they have going on and what is being 
planned in 2017.  In this meeting I will be 
collecting the information and disseminating 
it through various communication tools:  
WAEDA newsletter, WAEDA Facebook page, 
the new Community Digital Communication 
Sign (once installed), and email to ensure the 
community information is shared placing 
people “in the know” of “What’s Happening 
in Washburn”.  

 If you are interested in attending, please join 
us on the 25th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently I’ve also been working with the 
NDSU Extension on a program called 
“Community Impressions”.  This 
program partners Washburn with 
another ND community and a group 
from each community visits the other 
one.  The results of these Community 
Impressions visits can assist with our 
community strategic planning and will 
establish a baseline to help us in 
documenting changes in our community 
over the next several years.   

If you are interested in being a part of 
this program, and are willing to visit our 
partner community, please email or call 
me with your interest. 

Working Together with these upcoming 
opportunities we will achieve more 
cohesion as a community. I am looking 
forward to 2017 and the positive 
momentum we already have started this 
year.  HAPPY 2017!! 

Washburn Area Economic 

Development Association - 

WAEDA 

 

Change is a Process 
by Tana Larsen, Economic Development & 
Marketing Director, WAEDA 

 

WAEDA WELCOMES 

H&S Rentals 

(U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer) 

U-Haul Moving Truck Rentals 

 Whether you're tackling your first 
move or the tenth, U-Haul has the Right 
Equipment at the Lowest Cost for what 
ever your moving needs are. U-Haul has 
the largest selection of new trucks 
specifically designed for your upcoming 
household move.  

One-Way Truck Rentals 

In-town® Truck Rentals 

And more….. 

Contact Information: 

Bill Matthews 
H&S Rentals 
 

1304 Northgate Rd 
Washburn, ND58577 
 

(701) 462-8590 

https://www.facebook.com/WAEDAND/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/WAEDAND/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/WAEDAND/?ref=page_internal
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Spotlight on Business - WASHBURN 

241 Ink Productions 
by Geremy Olson, Owner/Producer, 

241 ink productions 

241 Ink Productions is a business that has 
quietly been around town for over 9 years. 
Owned and operated by Geremy Olson, 241 
Ink is North Dakota’s only full service 
production company. Founded in 1998, they 
have provided the highest quality product for 
their customers, focusing on the message 
you have to share. They can handle your next 
project whether it’s content for your website, 
promotional materials for your business, a 
video production or live event regardless of 
the size or scope.   
 
A desire drives them to share your message 
in an environment where your audience can 
see, hear, and experience your message. 
They achieve this with the highest quality 
equipment that provides clean, 
understandable audio and bright, clear 
images with creative lighting and scenery. 
Their crews provide decades of experience 
and take pride in producing the highest 
quality finished product within your budget. 
They are committed to providing you with a 
product that reflects your mission and 
message. 
 
It’s hard to understand from just words what 
this small Washburn company is capable of, 
but a picture is worth a thousand words.  
 
As an example of their work, In 2008, 241 Ink 
Productions oversaw the lighting and set 
implementation at the Republican National 
Convention Ag Night in Minneapolis, MN.  
 

 

For assistance with your next 
project – work locally: 
 
Geremy Olson 
Owner/Producer 
241 ink productions 
1113 Sidney Rd 

Washburn, ND 58577 
(701)226-9870 
 

g241ink@gmail.com 
241inkproductions.com 

 
WORKSHOP 

OPPORTUNITY 

Small Business 
Administration  

January 23, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
at 

Farm Credit Services 
1157 Border Lane, 

Washburn, ND 
 

 Deb Eslinger, Executive 
Director- Center for 
Technology & Business 

 Daryl Hill, Chapter Chair, 
Bismarck / Mandan SCORE 

 David Martin, State Director – 
Small Business Development 
Centers 

 Dale Van Eckhout, Senior 
Area Manager – Small 
Business Administration 

The U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA) and its resource partners, the 
North Dakota Small Business 
Development Center, SCORE Mentors, 
and the Center for Technology & 
Business, invite you and other Washburn 
community and business leaders to 
discuss how we can work with you to 
enhance small business opportunities in 
Washburn. 

 What business resources are 
available 

 Business mentoring 

 New business planning 

 Financing programs 

 Ways to connect with new 
and existing customers 

 Marketing 

 Social Media 

 Succession planning ‐ how to 
make a smooth transition to 
new business owners. 

 

COMMUNITY DIGITAL 

COMMUNICATION SIGN 

PROJECT 
WAEDA, the Washburn Public School, and the 
City of Washburn have collaborated to support a 
community digital sign to be located on the 
corner of Border Lane and 7th Street; adjacent 
to US Highway 83 on property owned by the 
Washburn Public School. 

The sign will support the community in the 
following ways: 

 Communicate and promote community 
and school events. 

 Communicate important announcements 
and recognition of community members. 

 Advertise local businesses in general 
messaging. 

 Advertise specific local businesses via logo. 

A  THANK YOU goes out to the following 
businesses for their sponsorship of the sign.  
Without their support, this sign would not have 
been possible for the community of Washburn. 

 Farmers Security Bank 

 ADM 

 GRE 

 AE2S 
 

 

mailto:g241ink@gmail.com
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Renaissance 
Zone – 
Washburn 
Information excerpt from: 
www.washburnnd.com 

Businesses and individuals may 
qualify for one or more tax 
incentives for purchasing, leasing, 
or making improvements to real 
property located in a North Dakota 
renaissance zone. A renaissance 
zone is a designated area within a 
city that is approved by the 
Department of Commerce Division 
of Community Services. The tax 
incentives consist of a variety of 
state income and financial 
institution tax exemptions and 
credits, and local property tax 
exemptions. 

 
Community Renaissance Zone Tax 

Incentives 
 
Residential property 
■Property may not have been part of a 
previous zone project 
■Project must bring property into 
compliance with all current building codes 
■Property owner must make all necessary 
improvements to eliminate any and all 
deteriorated condition that are visible on the 
exterior of the building 
■Property owner must make capital 
improvements equal to the greatest of the 
following: 
 
*  20% of the true and full value of the 
property prior to improvements 
•Proposed capital improvements must 
substantially improve the life expectancy of 
the property. Capital improvements include, 
but are not limited to, replacement   or 
updating of roof, foundation, structure, siding, 
windows, and doors as well as electrical, 
plumbing, heating and cooling systems. 
Capital improvements do not include new floor 
covering, window treatments, wall coverings 
or furnishings 
 
New residential construction 
■Property must be consistent with visions 
and goals of the City of Washburn 
 
 
 
 

Current commercial property 

■Property ownership must be transferred 
after the state authorization of the zone to 
be eligible for both real estate and income 
tax exemptions 
■Property may not have been part of a 
previous zone project 
■Project must bring property into 
compliance with all current building codes 
and all deteriorated conditions that are 
visible on the exterior of the building. 
■Property owner must make capital 
improvements equal to the greatest of the 
following 
 
*  50% of the true and full value of the 
property prior to improvements 
 
■Proposed capital improvements must 
substantially improve the life expectancy of 
the property. Capital improvements include, 
but are not limited to, replacement or 
updating of roof, foundation, structure, 
siding, windows, and doors as well as 
electrical, plumbing, heating and cooling 
systems. Capital improvements do not 
include new floor covering, window 
treatments, wall coverings, or furnishings 
 
 New commercial construction or additions 
■Tenant must be leasing space in a building 
that has been approved as a zone project for 
current or new commercial property 
■Building has been determined by Zone 
Authority to have been restored or 
rehabilitated prior to the establishing of the 
zone meeting all require criteria and now 
need additional incentives to bring building 
to full occupancy 
 
 Vacant lots 
■Vacant lots that have never been developed 
or built on will not receive Renaissance Zone 
approval per state requirements (Said lots 
would be lots that do not have or ever had 
services ex. Water, sewer, road, etc.) 
■Properties with a history of long term 
vacancies may be given special consideration 
by waiving some of the above-mentioned 
requirement 
 
 Relocation of commercial businesses 
■Commercial tenants that are relocating 
within the zone are not eligible for tax 
incentives without special approval from the 
Zone Authority 
■Commercial tenants that are relocating 
from another North Dakota community to 
Washburn are not eligible for tax incentives 
without special approval from the Zone 
Authority 
 
 

Percentage of exemption 

■Property that is targeted for demolition in 
the Renaissance Zone plan shall be eligible 
for 100% exemption from property taxes if 
the existing property is demolished and 
replaced by a new structure. Property taxes 
on land are not exempt 
■Single family property tax exemption - 
renovation. The city may grant up to a 100% 
exemption from ad-valorem taxation for up 
to five (5) taxable years on the improvements 
to a single-family residential property that is 
rehabilitated by an individual for use as the 
individual’s primary residence. 
■Single family property tax exemption – 
construction. The city may grant up to a 
100% exemption from ad-valorem taxation 
for up to 5 years on the construction of a 
single-family residential property built by an 
individual for use as the individual’s primary 
residence. 
■Business investment property tax 
exemption – renovation. The city may grant 
up to 100% exemption from ad valorem 
taxation for up to 5 years on the 
improvements on any property rehabilitated 
as an approved Zone project for any business 
for investment purpose. 
■Business investment property tax 
exemption – construction. The city may 
grant up to 100% exemption from ad 
valorem taxation for up to 5 years on any 
property newly constructed as an approved 
Zone project for any business purpose. 
■Property meeting the criteria of the 
Renaissance Zone shall be eligible for 100% 
property tax exemption on improvements or 
new construction 
■Income tax exemptions are available for 
income generated in the Renaissance Zone 
of businesses operating in an approved 
project 
■Tenants leasing space in an approved 
Renaissance Zone Project are eligible for 
100% income tax exemption for the business 
operating in the approved project. 

 

WAEDA Contact Information: 

Tana R. Larsen 
Economic Development & Marketing 
Director 
Washburn Area Economic Development 
Association 
P.O. Box 608 
Washburn, ND  58577 
O:  701-462-3801 | C:  701-737-9106 
E:  tlarsen@waedand.com  
W: www.washburnnd.com/waeda  

mailto:tlarsen@waedand.com
http://www.washburnnd.com/waeda
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Why Invest in 
Economic 
Development? 
 
 

Diversifying the Economy  

Diversification is critical to make sure North 
Dakota does not become economically 
dependent upon one or two industry sectors. 
With tight competition for capital, human, 
and other resources, it is important to focus 
on investments that diversify our economy 
so that the state realizes the benefits of the 
current activity for generations. 
 
 Increasing Our Competitiveness  

North Dakota is no longer just competing 
with other states, but rather competing on a 
global scale. Companies are under increasing 
pressure to automate and streamline 
processes to lower costs. North Dakota’s 
business climate and primary sector support 
programs must meet the current challenges 
facing existing companies and be attractive 
to companies seeking expansion into the 
state.  
 
Growing from Within  

Motivating individuals to engage in 
innovation and entrepreneurship is 
important for business development at the 
local and state level. Equal opportunities for 
successful entrepreneurial business 
development exist statewide regardless if 
you are a rural community or an urban 
center. Supporting an attractive and vibrant 
entrepreneurial ecosystem is key to realizing 
the economic benefits of homegrown 
innovation.  
 
Meeting Growing Needs 

 A growing economy requires investment in 
essential community needs such as 
workforce, housing, childcare, community 
services, and quality of life amenities. In this 
time of unprecedented growth, it is critical 
that professional economic developers serve 
as the bridge between the economic 
development and community development 
needs of the state.  
 
 
 

 
 

Linking Industry and Education  

Economic developers convene leaders and 
facilitate necessary discussions to make 
things happen. With today’s growing  
workforce needs, economic development 
professionals serve a critical role of linking 
growing companies to education resources 
and research and development capacity. 
Investing in education creates an essential 
bond between industry and North Dakota’s 
educational institutions.  
 
Enhancing Quality of Life  

North Dakota has unmatched economic 
opportunity for industry and individuals. The 
state must support a quality of life that 
attracts and retains talent to maximize its 
growth potential. 
 

  
 

 

Rehab 
Assistance 
Existing housing is revitalized for many 
reasons in North Dakota. 

Vacant or underutilized buildings may be 
transformed into safe, decent and affordable 
multi-family housing for moderate-wage 
earners.  These converted properties provide 
affordable housing that contributes to 
neighborhood redevelopment and 
community renewal. 

When a first-time homebuyer is searching for 
a home, sometimes their best option is a 
place that needs some work. That's why 
NDHFA offers assistance updating existing 
single-family homes. 

And, homeowners may find it more 
affordable or they may just prefer to make 
changes to their current residence to 
accommodate special needs. 

 

 

The rehab programs offered by North 
Dakota Housing Finance Agency allow 
communities to meet the needs of their 
people, households to remain in a familiar 
place, and homeownership dreams to be 
realized. 

Development 
NDHFA supports the development of new 
single- and multi-family housing units 
statewide by providing technical assistance, 
grants and low-cost financing.  The agency 
also offers affordable financing for land 
development and it can guarantee 
construction loans in rural areas. 

NDHFA encourages a development strategy 
that takes into consideration the housing 
needs of all members of a community 
including those of modest means, the elderly 
and households with special needs. 

Parties seeking development assistance from 
NDHFA should: 

• Provide evidence of the need for the 
proposed housing and community support. 

• Review financial feasibility - a project 
should cash flow with appropriate rent 
restrictions and estimated expenses. 

• Consider the development costs and what 
other funding sources are available as 
NDHFA's support is limited to what is needed 
to make a project viable. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register Online at www.ndhfa.org. Early 
Bird Deadline is Jan. 27, 2017. 

 

 

 

Register Online at www.ndhfa.org. 
Early Bird Deadline is Jan. 27, 2017. 

ND Economic Development NEWS 
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The WAEDA Board meets the 
third Monday of every month in 
the library at the Lewis & Clark 
Interpretive Center 

 2576 8th St. SW,  

Washburn, ND  58577 

at 3:30 pm 

The Public is Welcome to 
attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

For Program and Small 
Business Information: 

 
Washburn Area Economic 

Development Association 

- WAEDA 

https://www.facebook.com/WAEDAND/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/WAEDAND/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/WAEDAND/?ref=page_internal

