Sales & Use Tax Meeting
Tuesday, March 21, 2017
City Hall, 4:30 p.m.

Members Present: Thomas, Dahme, Bickert, Scott
Absent:  Olson

Thomas called the meeting to order.  

On request No. 1 from WAEDA to the Sales and Use Fund, $50,000 for the financial support of the part time director.  Funds will be through July 2018.

Bickert motioned to continue to fund the Economic Development Director position, and seconded.  Discussion:  Claudia would like to add that the money be given when the current funding runs out.

Bickert rescinded her original motion and amends it to: approval for $50,000 for the Econ Dev position with funds being dispensed when previous funding runs out and to be taken from the Community Economic Development Fund, Claudia seconded. Discussion:  Claudia would like the goal to be that this position is eventually self-sustaining through membership support and other funding sources.  Roll call:  Aye, Thomas, Bickert, Dahme, Scott and Nay, none.  Absent:  Olson.  Motion carried.

WAEDA application No. 2 in the amount of $25,000 for Store Front Improvement Grant Program.  

Thomas states that he is not on board with this program.  Stores should improve their businesses on their own, it is their responsibility.
Tana Larsen responds that this program will help give facelifts to businesses and is a great way to help them start the process.  Updated store fronts brings more value to the businesses and ultimately raises property values and property base for Washburn.  

Thomas asked what acceptable updates would be-siding and Signs?  Newly Voigt shared that it could be either of those things but that there was an application that was needed and the board would review the application.  

Chad Dahme asked if new businesses can participate and asked what happens if the business then sells right away?  Larsen responded that it would still be improving the building and a benefit to Washburn.  

Newly stated the new café is a good example of a business that could benefit from this program.  

Carla Bickert added that $5000.00 doesn’t really go that far when making renovations, but it can help.  

Motion to approve the request from WAEDA for $25,000 for the implementation of a Store Front Improvement Grants and to be drawn from the Community Economic Development Fund, Dahme and seconded by Bickert.  Roll call:  Aye, Bickert, Scott, Dahme, and Nay, Thomas.  Absent, Olsen.  Motion carried.
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Application from WAEDA to the Visitors Promotion Fund in the amount of $5000.00 for the development of marketing materials to be used for a new city wide map, brochures and other marketing materials.  Local company 241 Ink will be used.  

Thomas asked if this was enough or if WAEDA was going to be back to ask for more money later.  He stated he remembered past brochures being ordered in bulk and then being thrown away.

Larsen responded that it is a start for the project and is a point of development.  Depending on what materials they decide on, they might come back for more money at some point.

Scott motioned to approve the request for $5000.00 for the development of marketing materials for Washburn, and seconded by Carla.  Discussion: none.  Roll call:  Aye, Thomas, Bickert, Scott, Dahme, and Nay none.  Absent: Olson.  Motion carried.

Zimmerman informed the committee that previous funds given to the City of Washburn as a grant match for Riverside Park Road have been decreased from $172,500.00 to $70,000.00 so funds will be coming back to the Sales and Use that were not needed.  

Meeting adjourned.


Joan Zimmerman, Auditor
City of Washburn





