Sales & Use Tax Committee Meeting
December 7, 2016
City Hall

Members present:  Larry Thomas, Carla Bickert, Byron Hansen & Jenelle Olson.
Absent:  Claudia Scott
Others in attendance:  Joan Zimmerman, Newly Voigt, Paul Sannes, Tana Larsen

Thomas called the meeting to order.

Tana Waldren, WAEDA, explained the project request to the committee.  
WAEDA is spearheading the combined effort with the Washburn School to purchase and erect a 30ft electronic community sign.  The overall cost is $100,000.00 and they are requesting $50,000.00 from the Sales and Use Fund.  The remaining money will be sought from sponsors, the school is donating $10,000.00 and will assume all installation costs, insurance, land, electricity and any other associated costs.  The sign is available to be used by both the school, businesses and the community for informational purposes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Thomas voiced his concerns of where the additional money will come from if the sponsors do not work out, but then had discussed it with Rachel Retterath and she had told him that if there are not enough sponsors the project will die.  

Tana added that the layout of the sign had been changed since the first design and the words “Welcome to Washburn” were added.

Motion to entertain the proposal from WAEDA, Jenelle and seconded by Carla.  Discussion.  Jennelle asked if because the Sales and Use is paying half, that meant that City businesses will get at least half of the time?  Tana responded that everyone would get equal time.  School events will be programmed through the school and community events through WAEDA.

Byron voiced that he would rather spend money on streets or other ways than a sign.  He also thought the school could pay more and asked who would pay for maintenance and the ongoing insurance.  Tana responded that the school is assuming those costs.

Jenelle felt it was a good partnership and showed commitment to the community.  Two sponsors, Farmers Security Bank and Great River Energy have already been secured.

Motion to approve the request from WAEDA in the amount of $50,000.00 to be paid when all (4) sponsors have been secured and to use vinyl letters, Thomas and seconded by Jenelle.  Roll call:  Thomas, Olson, Bickert, Hansen.

Meeting adjourned.

Joan Zimmerman
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