Washburn Planning and Zoning 
May 14, 2012 7:00pm
Washburn City Hall 

Commissioners present: Retterath, Price, Thomas, Bauer Morlock,  Commissioners absent none.

Retterath called the meeting to order 
Retterath opened the Public Hearing for Susan Sjaastad request to rezone lot in Heritage Height Pioneer Addition 6 blk 5 from R1 to R 4. 

Sjaastad gave brief overview of her project to build a town home for her and her mother to reside. Public Comment 
Tim Forsch asked the definition of R4. “The R-4 medium density residential district is primarily established to promote a suitable residential environment to accommodate duplexes, town houses and small apartment buildings with two or four units.
Jeff Wagner asked are all the of setbacks and other regulation stated in the 117A ordinance intact for  this project, Commission stated this is a rezone only public hearing.

Retterath closed the Public Hearing and called on the Commissioner for comment. Thomas made a motion to recommend an approval of the rezoning of Heritage Height Lot 6 Block 5 from a R1 to R4, Morlock seconded the motion. “AYE” Retterath, Thomas, Bauer, Price, Morlock, “NAY” none, ABSENT none. Motion carried.

Retterath opened the Public Hearing for Cody Kroll request for a rezone and conditional use permit at Rhude’s Second Addition Lot 2, Lot 11 and un-platted lot between lot 2 and lot 11. Rezone from R1 to Commercial and conditional use permit for storage units.

Kroll present a power point on his project the fence will be 10 feet from the property line with 2 buildings 50’x300’, 20 foot gravel apron surrounding the building, sodium vapor lights there will be security cameras, and a key fob gate. The building will be all steel with white siding and a peaked galvanized roof. The natural water way will be left undisturbed and will have grass area buffer.  

Celeste Barnes concerned about the rezoning of the property and what can be built on it if it becomes Commercial and also what type of storage will be allowed.  Lewyn Barnes stated he is concerned about the noise from the storage units’ especially at night. Kroll respond they will be personal storage only, they cannot be used for shop rental.

Millie Leidholm concerned what will stop something else form being built on the property if it is rezoned to Commercial. Doug Yunker want assurance that someone would need to come back to the City and ask  for permission before another commercial project could be placed on the property 

George Bucholz does not want to see a galvanized roof and is concerned about the dust that will be created by the extra traffic.


Willie Zeiman would like assurance that  the property is sold a public hearing would need to be held to change the business being provided on the property. 

Doug Yunker is requesting the entrance gate be point towards Main Ave. 

Lloyd Anderson is concerned about the change in the zoning and what could be in the future. He stated the storage units needed in the area.

Retterath closed the public hearing 

Price made a motion to recommend to the City Commission  approval of the request to change the zoning to Commercial Zone with a conditional use permit f only storage units and built to the specification that are approved on the building permit. Morlock seconded the motion. “AYE” Retterath, Thomas, Bauer, Price, Morlock, “NAY” none, ABSENT none. Motion carried.


Merle Torkelson  submitted an application for a variance  to widen the steps on her home. Price was directed to move forward by place the notice in the Leader News.

Royce Roberson requested a moving permit to move in a new mobile home to the Northview Estate. Thomas made a motion to recommend to the City Commission an approval on the moving permit, Bauer seconded the motion.  “AYE” Retterath, Thomas, Bauer, Price, Morlock, “NAY” none, ABSENT none. Motion carried.

Next Meeting  June 4, 2012 7:00 pm

