Washburn City Commission 
Official Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 26, 2020
6:30 p.m., City Hall

Members Present: Larry Thomas, Don Simon, Mike Herdt, Marvin Stroh, Kollin Syverson 
Absent: None
President Thomas called the regular City Commission meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Syverson motioned to approve August 3rd, 2020 commission meeting minutes. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 
Thomas motioned to approve August financials. Stroh seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Thomas motioned to approve a special permit request from the Riverboat Saloon for a street dance on September 18th, 2020. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Stroh motioned to approve a raffle permit for St. Edwins Catholic Church. Herdt seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Herdt motioned to waive the fees for McLean County renting the Memorial Hall for the November 3, 2020 election. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Stroh motioned to waive the fees for Santa Days in December. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Rusty Box informed the commission their fence has been moved. 

Cheyenne and Nate Wolski were present regarding their pet pig. Pigs are not allowed in city limits. Cheyenne stated that she was led to believe by the previous auditor that their pig would be acceptable if it was vaccinated and registered. Thomas motioned that the Wolski’s must follow ordinance and find a new home for their pig. Syverson-aye, Stroh-nay, Herdt-aye, Simon-nay, Thomas-aye. Motion carried. They were given a couple weeks. 

Karen Thomas with Midwest Assistance Program was present to review our progress on updating water ordinances and if we still wanted to proceed. Commission decided to wait on this for now and will contact her again in the future. 

American Legion asked for approval to replace both sets of front doors at the Memorial Hall as well as the back door. This upgrade would ensure the doors follow ADA requirements. Herdt motioned to approve the legion to move forward with this project. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Western Insurance Agency had given the updated Fire and Tornado Policy. Commission discussed a couple different items and their premiums. Will get more information on it and decide at next commission meeting on September 8. 

Lazier discussed BDS credit card software and how it interfaces with Black Mountain Software. There are some things Lazier is looking into for the commission to decide if they want to switch and go with them as well. Will address at next meeting as well. 

Lazier presented an amended capital asset policy to the commission. Thomas motioned to update the policy to the new life spans. Herdt seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Lazier presented the proposed Home Rule Charter update and an ordinance update. The Home Rule Charter cannot be updated without going through an election. It was proposed that the section of the Sales and Use Tax Committee come out of the Home Rule Charter and placed into an ordinance so that changes can be made by updating the ordinance and not having to be a measure on the ballot in an election year. It is also being proposed that the Sales and Use tax committee dissolves. The sales and use tax money would be specially designated by percentages for capital improvements, expenditures, water and street project, community, and economic development, etc. If an organization would need money, they could come request it and an ordinance would have to be amended reflecting those changes. Thomas motioned to move forward with these changes on the ballot. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 

Eric with AE2S was present to provide an update on all their projects. The main avenue project is nearing its 1-year warranty. There is some erosion and that will be fixed. The cost analysis project for supplying Blue Flint water has been completed and the preliminary results should be available next week. 

A drainage analysis was conducted with McLean County Rural Board. It was preliminary information to go by if future projects want to be done on the north end of town.  The servers at the water treatment plant have been installed and are online. GIS proposal was from a year ago but Syverson and Thomas will sit down and look at moving forward with that. 
 

Portfolios:
Syverson-servers are online 
Stroh-nothing
Herdt-GRE donated concrete to American Legion so they will be cementing around the back, east side of the memorial hall, and 22’ feet out on the apron. Some locks are not working on storage rooms so need to replace them. 
Simon-Nothing 
L Thomas-Kelly Armstrong in Washburn on August 31. Asked for permission to hire someone to lay asphalt where patching needs to be done. Syverson motioned to get the patching done. Simon seconded. Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Motion carried. 
Lazier-nothing
Meadows –nothing

Rhonda Johnson addressed a concern from the residents that skunks are becoming a concern in coulees. Asked if the city could look at burning them. Stroh said he would talk to the fire department. 


Thomas adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

_____________________   				_________________________ 
Chelsey Lazier, Auditor   				Larry Thomas, President 	
City of Washburn                                                        City of Washburn  


