Washburn City Commission 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Official Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 19, 2019
6:30 p.m., City Hall

Members Present: Larry Thomas, Mike Herdt, Kit Baumann and Kollin Syverson 
Absent: Noelle Kroll
President Thomas called the Washburn City Board of Commissioners meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Herdt motioned to approve the August 5, 2019 meeting minutes.  Syverson seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

Tony Thoreson representing WAEDA stated the group voted to dissolve and create a new organization.  With this change the Home Rule Charter and Ordinance #136, will need to be changed due to these documents stating that two representatives on the Sales and Use Commission be from the Civic Club.  Claudia Scott representing the Washburn Civic Club stated this group also voted to dissolve and form a new 501-C3 organization.  This will be a process, and the Civic Club is committed to completing the following public events:  Candy Caravan, Small Business Saturday, Santa Party and the Taste of Washburn.  Thomas asked what is the status of the Strategic Plan?  Thoreson is hoping to have it completed by the first quarter of 2020.

Richard Johnson representing the McLean County Sheriff’s office was present to answer questions regarding the Police Service Contract Agreement.  Syverson asked why the 2% increase?  Johnson stated it is the salary increases for the deputies based on a starting salary and 19.46 hours a day.  Thomas stated we hear complaints from the public about parking and animals running at large.  Johnson stated they may not actively go out and search for these items, but they address the complaints.  After much discussion, Thomas motioned to enter into the 2020 contract with McLean County for Police Services for $161,196.84.  Baumann seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Mark Lelm came to discuss maintenance on Third Street.  He asked the commission to fix the blading of the crushed concrete.  After much discussion, Herdt asked that the City staff go fix the issue within the next week to 10 days.  Baumann suggests that Lelm no longer pay for anything for Third Street out of his own funds.  The emergency access is the City’s responsibility. Thomas stated we will make sure the City maintains this in the future.   

Lelm gave Price a letter of resignation from the Special Assessment Commission.  Price read the letter.  Baumann motioned to accept Lelm’s resignation.  Herdt seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

Tom Link came asking about the special assessment shortage.  He asked if the city hired an auditor and they found it?  Price stated no, it was noticed prior to the audit.  Link asked if the City had to pay for this audit.  Price stated yes, it was an audit of 2017 and 2018.  Thomas stated we are required to have an audit yearly.  Syverson stated it is not missing it appears we are paying out more than we are receiving in as revenue, and we have hired Nexus to review the special assessments to find the issue, so that it may be corrected.  Link stated it appears that because of this you are increasing the mills to cover this shortage. Thomas stated yes it was increased due to the preliminary budget being due, and that you cannot increase the tax levy after the preliminary is submitted.  The hopes are that the issue is found, and we can decrease for the final budget.  Link asked if you find this will you be giving these funds back to the people?  Thomas stated yes, we hope so.  It could be done by levying less in the future.

Thomas stated we talked about getting some class 5 gravel for stockpile at the City compound.  We have two bids, one from Weisz and Sons for $18.00 per ton delivered.  And one from Todd De Montigny for $13.00 per ton delivered.  Thomas motioned to purchase 150 tons from De Montigny.  Syverson seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

Heath Patterson representing the Washburn Park Board.  He asked if the City would pay out to the Park Board the $10,000 from the 2019 budget.  Thomas stated this was put in the budget as a possible expense.  He asked what is this needed for?  Patterson stated operational expense.  Thomas asked how much funding do you currently have for this?  Patterson stated approximately $70,000.  Thomas thinks if you have this amount of funding you are not in a bind financially to need this.  Herdt thinks we need to not pay this out at this time, given the City’s financial situation.  Syverson stated he agreed.  If you have a big expenditure and are in a bind, then he would expect the Park Board to come to the City at that point.

Herdt presented a quote for doors for the Memorial Hall and another estimate for the installation of an elevator.  He is still working with the American Legion on the replacement of these items and wanted just to give this information as a reference.

Thomas presented a revised ordinance 117 A-1.  This is the ordinance that regulates Planning and Zoning.  They have made an amendment by adding a re-plat section and modified the lot split section to add lot merger as well.  Baumann asked why they are limited to two lots.  Thomas stated just to simplify the process.  Syverson asked if they are limited in lot size.  Thomas stated yes.  Price read the amended ordinance.  Syverson motioned to accept the first reading of 117 A-2.  Herdt seconded.  Upon roll call, all member present voted aye.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk17219084]Syverson stated there is a curbstop for 515 6th Avenue that is not operational.  This resident is no longer in the property and he believes we need to replace this curbstop and assess it back to the property, as it is the owner’s responsibility.  Thomas thinks we discussed this before but we did not make a motion.  Syverson motioned to have the curbstop replaced and the cost of this be assessed back to the property owner.  Baumann seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

An application from the Washburn Riverboat Days was presented for a local gaming permit.  Baumann motioned to approve the local gaming permit.  Syverson seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.
An application from the Washburn Sports Boosters was presented for a local gaming permit.  Baumann motioned to approve the local gaming permit.  Syverson seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

An application from the Teen Alternative Group was presented for a local gaming permit.  Thomas motioned to approve the local gaming permit.  Baumann seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

SB 2304 was tabled after following up with the City Attorney David Lindell as he is wanting to do more research on this senate bill.   

Thomas stated the Planning and Zoning Commission is recommending the approval of the variance for Grant Tweeten.  This request is to build a 6’ x 12’ deck on the property located at Lot 6-7 and Easterly 3 feet of Lot 8 Block 5 Veeder’s Addition.  He will need a 12-foot variance for the front setback requirements.  Thomas stated this deck would align with other property in that area.  Thomas motioned to approve the variance.  Syverson seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

Eric Lothspeich from AE2S gave an update on the following:
Intake Project- Bid opening was 8/15/2019, with the estimated project cost of $4,656,500.  Lothspeich will follow up with references for the lowest bidders.  The Sovereign Lands permit and the US Army Corps Nationwide permit requests are still pending approvals.
Main Avenue Street & Storm Sewer-Weisz and Sons have all storm sewer installed, backfilling and compaction is ongoing. 
	
Portfolios:
Syverson- The new sander is here and at the City compound.

Baumann- Nothing

Herdt- They will be digging tomorrow at the Memorial Hall.  

Thomas- Has looked at the street lighting in town.  Thomas motioned to add the additional street light on the corner of Ivy Drive and Garden Drive for $1,228.00.  Syverson seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

Price-Will be working on updating Ordinance #140 Water & Sewer Utilities.  
 
Commissioner Syverson motioned to approve the bills.
	Check Number
	Vendor
	Date
	Amount

	1100   Farmers Sec.XX0074
	
	

	022405E
	MIDCO
	8/11/2019
	$75.00

	022406E
	MDU
	8/30/2019
	$186.55

	022407E
	WEST RIVER TELEPHONE
	8/20/2019
	$630.81

	022408E
	MCLEAN ELECTRIC
	8/31/2019
	$182.50

	30087-30093
	Payroll
	8/12/2019
	$8,760.49

	30094
	AE2S
	8/19/2019
	$2,270.65

	30095
	AFLAC
	8/19/2019
	$132.93

	30096
	AMERICAN FUNDS
	8/19/2019
	$581.74

	30097
	AMERIPRIDE
	8/19/2019
	$322.22

	30098
	ASCENDUM MACHINERY INC.
	8/19/2019
	$459.00

	30099
	CARDMEMBER SERVICE
	8/19/2019
	$782.50

	30100
	DOCS SHOP, INC
	8/19/2019
	$733.93

	30101
	ENERBASE COOPERATIVE 
	8/19/2019
	$531.38

	30102
	HELPER GUY
	8/19/2019
	$550.00

	30103
	JOHN HANCOCK ANNUITIES SERVICE
	8/19/2019
	$328.21

	30104
	LIBERTY BUSINESS SYSTEMS
	8/19/2019
	$71.82

	30105
	MCLEAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT
	8/19/2019
	$13,169.68

	30106
	MVTL LAB
	8/19/2019
	$50.00

	30107
	ND DEPT OF HEALTH LAB SERVICES
	8/19/2019
	$32.00

	30108
	ND HEALTH DEPT OF CHEMISTRY
	8/19/2019
	$143.60

	30109
	ONE CALL CONCEPTS
	8/19/2019
	$24.00

	30110
	SALHUS SEPTIC PUMPING
	8/19/2019
	$180.00

	30111
	SCOTTS HARDWARE
	8/19/2019
	$227.16

	30112
	SYN-TECH SYSTEMS INC
	8/19/2019
	$44.55

	30113
	UNUM LIFE INSURANCE CO
	8/19/2019
	$126.99

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1115   Project Acct XX0787
	
	

	2026
	AE2S
	8/19/2019
	$22,282.70

	2027
	WEISZ & SONS
	8/19/2019
	$60,885.90




Baumann seconded.  Upon roll call, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.  


_____________________			_________________________
Ranie Price, Auditor				Larry Thomas, President
City of Washburn 				City of Washburn 


