
Washburn Life 
(Washburn Area Improvement Association) 

(Official) 
Meeting Minutes 
August 12, 2025 

 
Location: Washburn City Hall  
 
Board Members Present: Donna Sommer/ Rhonda Johnson/ Staci Berube/ Mark Lelm 
 
Board Members Absent:   Rashel Crowell (e)/ Savannah Hyttinen (e)/ Richard Perkerewicz (ue) 
 
Others Present: Phaidra Yunker   
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 pm by President Donna Sommer. 
  

1) Approval of the July 8th meeting minutes: Staci made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 2nd by 
Mark. Approved. 
 

2) Financial Report: Staci reviewed the financial report as of August 12th. (Mark made a motion to approve 
the financial report as presented, 2nd by Staci) Approved. 

 
3) Old Business:  

 
a) Board Position Appointment (Vacancy): No candidates for the 2 open positions. 

 
b) Washburn Life Golf Scramble Update: Donna read the update (email) that was received from 

Rachel Retterath.  Discussion.  (There are 12 team/hole sponsors; 3 dinner sponsors and 1 hole only 
sponsor) 

 
c) Hwy 83 Billboards (Plan/Design): Donna led the discussion on the 2 billboards along Hwy 83 (by 

Cenex).   Samples of banners for the billboards were passed around for everyone to look at.  Pricing 
starts at $185 for the small billboard/ $218 for the bigger one.  There is a lodging tax through the 
city that we could possibly use. 
 
Mark made a motion to go forward with working on the 2 billboards and going to the city and 
requesting $1,000 from the lodging tax.  2nd by Staci.  Approved. 

 

d) Light-up Washburn: Discussion on putting up more lights at Riverside Park.  Tabled. 
 

4) New Business: 
 

a) Strengthen ND-AmeriCorps 2025-26 Term:  Rhonda’s AmeriCorps term is up Oct 31, 2025.  
Discussion on continuing with another term (year) of AmeriCorps. Rashel’s email was read to the 
group. 

 
Mark made a motion to go forward with another term of AmeriCorps (2025-26) at the 675 hours 
level and cost of $750. 

 



5).  Coordinator Report: Rhonda gave an update on what she has been doing the past month. 

a) EDND Developer Day Conference (Aug 5): Rhonda attended the conference in Bismarck and 

gave an update on what it was about and what she learned. 

b) Small Business Saturday Craft & Vendor Show (Nov 29): Rhonda attended the Aug 11 city 

commission meeting to have the rental fees waived for the memorial hall.  She will start 

planning for the event. (emails will be sent to previous crafters/vendors and the event 

posted to Facebook). 

c) Candy Caravan (Oct 31): Rhonda and Staci will work on the event together.  Rhonda will ask 

the city to block off Main Ave from 6-9th street. 

d) Halloween Movie Night: Rhonda and Kandi (Washburn Library) are collaborating to organize 

a community Halloween movie night, which will include trunk-n-treat, a meal, and a movie.  

Discussion.  It’s still in the planning stages. 

Staci made a motion to have candy caravan and the community movie event at the 

memorial hall on Oct 31.  2nd by Donna. Approved. 

e) Santa Day: Rhonda has reserved the memorial hall for Santa Day on Dec 6 at the city hall.  

She would like permission to secure a location.  Discussion. 

 

Mark made a motion to have the memorial hall as the location for Santa Days on Dec 6.  2nd 

by Staci.   Approved.  Rhonda will go to the next city commission meeting to have the rental 

fees waived. 

 
Next Meeting:   September 9th at 12 pm at Washburn City Hall  
 
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 1:03 pm by President Donna Sommer.     
 
 
Rhonda Johnson 

Community Coordinator 

 

Minutes submitted 8/13/2025 

Minutes approved 9/9/2025 


