
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
August  8, 2011 6:30 pm 

 
 

The Washburn City Commission met on Monday August 8, 2011 at 6:30 pm in the 
Washburn City Hall.  The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hager, 
Laning, Bauer, Miller, and Moran, Commissioners Absent: none Commissioner Miller 
called the meeting to order.  
 
Hager made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular commission meeting held July 
11, 2011 Laning seconded the motion, all approved 
 
Laning made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 22, 2011 special meeting, Bauer 
seconded the motion, all approved. 
 
Dave Roby from Praxis Strategy Group presented information on the State Small Business 
Credit Initiative. The plan is a U.S. Federal Treasury funded program available to 
municipalities to help with funding of small business in partnership with WAEDA.  The 
group, if Washburn chooses to join, will be a number of cities across North Dakota and 
lead by the City Carrington. The City of Washburn will have no financial commitment or 
liability.  Moran made a motion to join the City Carrington in the State Small Business 
Credit Initiative, Laning seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, 
Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Laning made a motion to approve the Police contract with the McLean County Sheriff 
Department to provide policing for the City of Washburn for the year 2012, Moran 
seconded the motion. Hager expressed concern that there are City Ordinances that are not 
being enforced within the City. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Moran, Miller, 
“NAY” Hager, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Don Sorge was present representing the United Methodist Church, He requested financial 
assistance to pay for the water and sewer utilities to the Church that is under construction 
at this time.  Extra costs were incurred due to the condition of the water and sewer tap in at 
the site of the city mains. The overrun cost is approximately $11,000.00 and will provide a 
hookup for future development in the City.  Hager requested an itemized list of expenses to 
review and discuss the amount the City would be responsible to pay. Sorge also requested 
the engineer to compose a letter to address the work that was completed to have on file at 
the City office for future developers.  The issue was tabled until the next meeting to gather 
more information. 
 
First reading of Ordinance #145 to change the name of Sully Drive lying east of Heritage 
Drive to John Wesley Lane was read.  
 
Laning made a motion to approve the Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan report 
presented by AE2S, Hager seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, 
Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
A report from Jasper Klein of AE2S was presented with information on the cost of the 
lagoon dredging and land application. Hager made a motion to move forward with Fergus 
Power Pump to dredge and land apply the material in the lagoon at the cost of $50,000.00, 
Laning seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, 
“NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Variance request:  Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of the 
variance request for 1105 Sidney Road to encroach the rear setback. Bauer made motion to 
approve the variance request, Hager seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Moving Permit was presented for a mobile home into the Northview Mobile Home Park. 
Hager made motion to approve the moving permit, Bauer seconded the motion. Roll Call 
Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion 
carried. 
 



Captain’s Cabin has requested a liquor license transfer for the August 12&13, 2012 for a 
Cystic Fibrous Motorcycle run. Hager made motion to approve the request of the liquor 
license at Captain’s Cabin, Moran seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Darrell Scheresky was present asking what options are available to Enerbase Agronomy to 
have the road updated to support truck traffic. Thompson from Toman Engineering 
suggested boring the street and evaluating what road material and base material is present. 
After evaluating the test a plan and cost estimate can be created.  Laning directed 
Thompson to research the project and report to the Commission. 
 
 Thompson from Toman Engineering reported: 

• NDDOT contact Toman Engineering for an update on the Multi –use trail that is 
under construction in Washburn. At that time NDDOT informed Thompson that 
there are additional funds available for the trail. Toman submitted a proposal to 
include repairs needed on the existing trail where damage has occurred by erosion 
at the river bank. NDDOT approved the repair project for the grant funding and 
requested a change order to the Multi-use trail project. Hager made a motion to 
approve a change order to include the area of the existing trail that needs repaired, 
Laning seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, 
Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried.   

• Thompson requested a change order for a time extension for the trail construction 
due the flood made it difficult to get materials and slowed the process. They would 
like the extension to Sept.17, 2011. Laning made a motion to approve the change 
order to extend the completion date,   ____ seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote 
“AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. 
Motion carried. Thompson reported the trail is 30% completed.   

• Tunnel restoration will begin this week.  
• Thompson will be delivering the GIS system to the City office this week. 

 
Hager reported the Ottertail bill discussed at the last meeting was the City’s bill for the 
lights on 7th Street and not the County spotlight as discussed.  
 
Karen Hanson from WAEDA was present with an update on the housing study that was 
discussed at the last meeting. A consultant will be chosen on Monday, August 15, 2012 at 
the next regular WAEDA meeting.   
 
Moran revisited the Memorial Building Rental agreement from last month’s meeting  he 
proposed two items to make it more user friendly. His recommendations are to eliminate 
the early key pick-up fee of $75.00 for event set up purposes. Open flame candles shall be 
permitted when they are securely supported on substantial noncombustible bases and the 
candle flame is protected. Moran made a motion to amend the regulation as stated, Laning 
seconded the motion, Discussion was held on pros and cons on candles. Hager stated he will 
not be personally responsible for any fires that occur in the Memorial Building. “AYE” 
Laning, Moran, Miller, “NAY” Hager, Bauer.”ABSENT” none.  Motion carried. 
 
 Moran made a motion to approve the Pledge of Securities from the Farmers Security 
Bank, Laning seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, 
Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Moran requested having steps to the grass roll-offs to make it easier for residents to dump 
grass clippings.  Discussion was held on the liability of falls and issues that would arise 
when Waste Management emptied the roll-offs. Bryan Rothmann, Public Works 
Superintendent, suggested making silo type area with the clay from the dike that will be 
demolished at the intake structure and residents could dump the grass clippings at ground 
level .The Public Works Dept. would later pick it up and place it in the Waste Management 
roll-offs.    
 
Rothmann reported the ND Game and Fish will be supplying new grinder and other 
equipment that has failed at the Fish Cleaning Station.  
 
Dwight asked if there were any Commissioners had items for the budget and to please get 



them to him. Laning requested $30,000.00 for streets, Library $3000.00, WTP manhole 
$10,000.00, employee raises 4%, Office computers $3000.00 were suggested. 
 
PORTFOLIOS: 
Laning: none 
Bauer: variance request to be added to the 8-22-11 special meeting agenda 
Hager: Rothmann and he will get the list from United Methodist Church and review it and 
report to the Commission. 
Moran none 
 
Price: presented a resolution to sell lots in Heritage Heights Pioneer Addition by non –
exclusive listing agreement. Laning made a motion to approve the resolution to sell the lots 
in Heritage Heights. Bauer seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, 
Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried.  
 
Bills: 
23866 Chad A Dahme   1,423.43 
23867 Hannah R Frazier      469.25 
23868 Julie Petersen      343.73 
23869 Barbara Price      452.75 
23870 Milissa Price    1,388.89 
23871 Bryan L Rothmann  1,794.42 
23872 Adam L Thomas   1,383.37 
23873 Vetter, Nadina         37.20 
23874 Ashwin Weinmann     640.34 
23875 Joan R Zimmerman  1,025.04 
AWD USA Taxpayment   2,618.27 
23887 Joan Yunker          8.60 
23877 Chad A Dahme    1,272.96 
23878 Hannah R Frazier     362.12 
23879 Julie Petersen      343.73 
23880 Barbara Price      272.11 
23881 Milissa Price   1,388.89 
23882 Bryan L Rothmann  1,542.88 
23883 Adam L Thomas   1,312.67 
23884 Vetter, Nadina      191.86 
23885 Ashwin Weinmann     698.10 
23886 Joan R Zimmerman  1,015.87 
AWD USA Taxpayment   2,393.42 
23888 ND Department of Health     20.00 
23889 AT & T Mobility      123.63 
23890 American Funds      613.67 
23891 AmeriPride      217.96 
23892 BlCr/BlSh,      639.63 
23893 Cardmember Services    189.39 
23894 Dirty Deeds Excavating  15,085.00 
23895 Doc's Shop Inc.   2,092.14 
23896 Edling Electric Inc     329.60 
23897 Dwight Hetletved  1,650.00 
23898 Fargo Water Equipment      348.53 
23899 Farmers Union Insurance     79.00 
23900 Ferguson Waterworks           56.04 
23901 Hawkins Inc   3,955.67 
23902 John Hancock Life     220.65 
23903 K & D Service      250.00 
23904 McLean County Sher 7,738.98 
23905 Midwest Testing Lab  2,691.12 
23906 MDU       186.91 
23907 MVTL Lab        25.00 
23908 Northland Financial     110.00 
23909 One Call Concepts       36.40 
23910 Otter Tail Power Co.  3,956.10 
23911 Sanitary Septic Service     530.00 
23912 Schwarze Industries  2,332.96 
23913 Scott's Hardware Inc.     183.84 
23914 SWB        45.99 
23915 Unlimited Excavating  1,835.00 
23916 Washburn Ambulance     325.00 
23917 Weber Electric Inc.       40.46 
23918 AE2S       951.00 
AWD State Tax    1,098.00 



AWD Job Service         74.52 
23919 Postmaster      154.56 
23921 AFLAC       451.88 
23922 BHG Inc.      392.49 
23923 Bank of ND          220,113.26 
23924 CL Bensen Company    162.22 
23925 Brown & Saenger      12.38 
23926 Doc's Shop      934.49 
23927 First District Health       72.00 
23928 Hoffer, Charlie      750.00 
23929 K & D Service        77.50 
23930 McLean County Sher 7,738.98 
23931 NDLC         90.00 
23932 Northern Improvement        440.00 
23933 RDO Equipment      888.37 
23934 Bryan L Rothmann       50.00 
23935 Sanitary Septic      530.00 
23936 Swanston Equipment     918.00 
23937 Adam L Thomas        18.09 
23938 Toman Engineering  5,600.00 
23939 3D Specialties      447.41 
23940 Wagon Wheel Lumber       44.57 
23941 Waste Management  7,034.71 
23942 Water Smith Inc.   3,775.00 
23943 WRT       782.12 
23944 Hawkins         15.00 
23920 Marilyn Kuch        67.00 
137   AE2S             10,673.99 
 
Laning made a motion to pay the bills, Bauer seconded the motion all approved. 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Approved ____________________________________________________________President  
 
 
Attest ________________________________________________________________Auditor 
 
 


