
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
May10, 2009 6:30 pm 

 
 

The Washburn City Commission met on Monday, May 10, 2010 at 6:30 pm in the Washburn City Hall.  
The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hager, Miller, Moran, Klaudt, & Lelm 
Commissioners Absent: None Commissioner Miller called the meeting to order.  
 
Commissioner Hager moved to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2010. Commissioner Moran 
seconded the motion.  All Approved.  
 
Lauren Hunze was present on behalf of the Washburn Ambulance Service requesting a waiver of the 
building fee, water and sewer hook- up fees for the new ambulance building.  Lelm made a motion to 
waive the building permit, water and sewer hook- up fees for the Washburn Ambulance, motion dies for 
lack of a second.  Hager made a motion to waive the building permit, water and sewer tap in fees for the 
Washburn Ambulance, Lelm second.  Roll Call Vote: “AYE” Lelm, “NAY” Klaudt, Hager, Moran, 
Miller “ABSENT” none. Motion denied 
 
Mark Jennings requesting to purchase the small piece of land near his property, Lot 1 block 2 Pleasant 
Acres, currently owned by the a city.  He offered $250, Hager made a motion to sell the property to Mr. 
Jennings for $500, Klaudt seconded.  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Klaudt, Lelm, Hager, Moran, Miller. “NAY” 
none, “ABSENT” none Motion carried. 
 
Tom Link and Mike Nelson presented a request to the commission to be exempt from the placement of 
the new water meters being place throughout the city residences and businesses.  Nelson stated that the 
current meter was purchased with the idea of it being compatible to an automatic read system.  It was 
determined that the current meter at Northview Estates is not a compound meter, which is needed for 
measuring high and low water usage.    Mr. Hager makes a recommendation to the Commission that a 
new low-flow reading meter be placed at Northview Estates with no cost being incurred to the owners 
due to all meters are being replaced within the City.   
 
Mark Lelm along with Jeremy Lind approached the city regarding road improvements to be made in 
Park Addition.  The current road is 14 feet wide.  They would like to center the road and bring in an 
individual sewer and water on 3rd Street.  Thomas states that the proposed street will be a minimally 
maintained road.  Mr. Lelm will incur all costs for the construction.  He will improve the street going to 
Lot 6.  Thomas recommends that Lelm gather information, and come up with a plan to present to the 
Commission.  Klaudt motions to allow Lelm to make improvements to 3rd St. with the condition that he 
clears it with Thomas and the city engineer which addresses the drainage etc needed to adhere to City 
standards.  Hager seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Lelm requested on behalf of himself and Jerome Lind, landowner of lot 7 block 13, Lelm owns 8-12.  
They would like to create a road coming of the asphalt, and would be a trail/road, which would clean up 
the coulee.  They currently have no access to this land.  The road will go off 1st street, past water plant 
lagoons and will make a drivable road to offer access for the City and the landowners.  Lelm will incur all 
costs.  They will make a loop, which is on a dedicated public street, and will allow for turn-around in the 
area.  Klaudt asked what the road will be made out of.  Lelm stated that it will be a clay based road, and 
will be a minimal maintenance.  Thomas states the need for a detailed plan of the road.  Hager makes a 
motion to table the issue.  Moran seconded. Motion approved 
 
Lelm requests to move the picnic shelter on his property to Lot 4.  Hager makes a motion to approve the 
Moving Permit for Mark Lelm with the understanding the picnic shelter will be picked up and moved 
down the alley and along 3rd street.  Motion carried. 



 
Brent Barnick had questions on the water being accessed at the shop property.  He questioned who was 
to pay for the cost of the plumbing for the new meter.  Price explained that the City incurs the plumbing 
cost for those who need new meters.  Barnick requested if he can still be paying at 6 months intervals, this 
request was denied and he was requested to pay monthly.  He will shut off in the fall and re-connect in 
the spring.  Shutting off his meter will be the only way not to incur a monthly bill.    
 
Demolition Permit for George Bucholz was presented.  Hager makes a motion to allow the building 
permit for Mr. Bucholz, Lelm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Lelm on behalf of the Lions Club requested the Memorial building fee be waived for the kitchen and 
downstairs dining room for a Boy Scout appreciation Dinner.  Hager makes a motion to wave the fee of 
the Memorial Building for the Lions for the Boy Scouts, Lelm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Hager presented a revised Memorial Hall Rental Contract which changes the liability limits needed 
in order to rent the Memorial Hall.  Hager moves to accept the recommendation of the City Insurance 
Agent to accept the proposed changes changed to include a “Hold Harmless” clause.  Klaudt seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 
Hager presented information on the Bulk Water rates.  The rate will be increasing from the current rate 
of 1 cent/gallon to 2 cents/gallon with no billing fee.  Hager motions to eliminate the $5.00 monthly fee 
and increasing the rate to a .02 flat rate.  Lelm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
WAEDA requests the closing of Main Street earlier during LC Days to allow for the fish weigh in.  Hager 
moves to close Main Street for the fishing tourney during LC Days, Klaudt seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Milissa presented information regarding the proposed increase in the train speed going through 
Washburn from the current 10 mph to 25 mph.  According to Century Code, railroad speeds is an 
agreement between the Railroad and the City.  The Railroad will be coming to another meeting closer to 
the fall date.  The DOT is a stop sign on 14th Street for safety concerns.  Concerns for children playing in 
this area and the safety of a train traveling at this increased speed will be examined. 
 
Final approval of plat for Northgate Place was presented, Hager moves to approve.  Klaudt seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 
Fireworks Ordinance Committee met and has come up with a recommendation to the Commission.  The 
proposed Ordinance allows for 9 days of firework sales and use of fireworks, a fine can be imposed by 
law enforcement and bottle rockets are prohibited.  The proposed ordinance follows the State guidelines.  
Lelm makes a motion to approve the Ordinance as written.  Klaudt recommends to lengthen the time 
from 9 days to 5 days, July 1st.-July 5th      Starting no earlier than noon daily and ending at midnight 
except on the 5th which goes until 2a.m..  Lelm states that there have been more calls on 4-wheelers than 
firework infractions, and would like to leave the Ordinance as written.  Hager agrees with the 5 day 
proposal.  Mr. Lelm moves to accept the Proposed Ordinance as written by Mr. Hager, Ms. Teigen, Mr. 
Lelm and Sheriff Charging; dies for lack of second. Hager makes a motion to allow fireworks to be lit off 
July 1st –July 5th not changing the selling period, Klaudt seconded. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Klaudt, Hager 
Moran, Miller “NAY” Lelm “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
David Lindell, City Attorney proceeded with the first reading of the Fireworks Ordinance.  
 
First Reading of 142A Ordinance regarding FEMA Flooding, read as presented. 
 
Mr. Hager questioned the water line to park tabled from the last meeting.  Mr. Thomas states that it is 



temped in at this time. 
 
Price updated the Commission on a previously tabled issue of the Law Enforcement Contract.  She has 
requested a new, update police contract, receiving no response thus far.    
 
Dave Thompson with an update on the Water/Sewer update on last year’s projects.  Payment for the 
project is still on hold until the issues remaining on the contract are taken care of.  Northern has 
requested final payment again, on behalf of the City, this request has been denied.  Klaudt asked what 
the next step would be to collect the bond.  The Commission is in favor of sending a letter demanding the 
close of these issues, or with legal steps to collect the performance of payment bond.   
 
Toman recently had a meeting with the State to on the Multi-use trail.  The state explained the delay in 
the bidding process and arranged the payment process.  Larry and Toman met with State on 200A by 
Cenex on how to move signs.  The project will be bid in October with construction 2011.  The multi use 
trail was designed 8 ft wide, standard in 10, so we are in the process of changing this.   
 
Water issues around town:  Water samples have been taken at the sites and are inconclusive.  With the 
Commission approval we would like to pressure test the area, hiring a local contractor to pressure test to 
check for leaks, a process of elimination.  This is an easier option than putting in monitoring wells, which 
if very expensive.  The commission requested that Mr. Thompson, check into the rates for pressure 
testing and then will contact Commissioner Hager for approval.   
 
Jasper Klein, representing AE2S presented Water Treatment Plant update with cost updates.  Update on 
the Meter project; installers will be in next week to finish up approximately 70 meters that needed to 
have plumbing work or were non-responders.  Gene Jordan will be here next week to read the meters to 
get the initial bills out and then there will be training for the Water Department in June.  Klaudt 
requested the number of residences that need to have the valves shut off to access, Klein did not have an 
accurate number at this time.  Klein encouraged the Commissioners to stop by and view the plant as 
there have been a number of changes. 
 
Portfolios: 
 
Klaudt 
A number of problems with mailboxes this winter and during street sweeping, he suggests working with 
the Post Office on getting people the standards when putting up mailboxes, putting a notice in the paper.    
There has been a request to purchase the bleachers up by Cenex.  Thomas states that the bleachers are 
not meant to be moved, and are not currently in a state that they can be moved.  If someone wants to 
purchase the bleachers, he makes the recommendation to sell, with a hold harmless agreement.  Lindell 
reminds the Commission that to sell anything over $500 needs to be an auction.  Milissa will check the 
Ordinance and follow up accordingly.  Larry has done a study of the street sign problem with Ottertail 
Power.  He has check into getting a post-hole driver that works off of an air compressor.  This will cut the 
time in half and is much safer for employees.  Thomas received a quote of $2500 for a post hole driver.     
 
Klaudt made a motion to purchase the post hole driver with the adapter, Hager seconded.  All in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
Thomas has done a preliminary map designating the truck route through town.   It is not formal, but will 
present is when finished. 
 
Asked Thomas to get a quote on the City of Washburn hauling our own garbage.  There are a couple of 
trucks coming up for auction.  He would like Price to get cost estimates on the Hazen dump and 
residential rates. 



 
Planning and Zoning recommended to the city to approve Carol Sauers request to build a road.  They 
determined that she will be the only one benefiting from the road so she is responsible to get the engineer 
and Thomas information on the specs for the road, to make sure drainage issues are addressed, servicing 
be addressed and then the City will have to maintain.   
 
Klaudt made a motion to approve the Carol Sauer request to improve her road.  Hager seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Would like to put the City Commission meetings on the community Access Channel.  Would we like to do 
this in the future?  The original quote was very high, and not so expensive.  Klaudt requests Zimmerman 
to look into this option again.   
 
Hager request from Klaudt  for Planning and Zoning to enforce the people tearing out curbs and not 
replacing them. 
 
Lelm 
Beautification Committee has set a date to work with the Howell family to work on the Hoffman building, 
to scrape and paint the outside of the building .The Committee is looking for community support in the 
way of volunteers to help with this project.  The family is supplying all of the paint and equipment. 
 
The fishing pier application have been filled out and submitted.  We are waiting on state approval of this 
project with the pier in place at end of the month.  Approximately 190 feet of walking trail will be put in 
with a permanent walkway in place next year. 
 
The committee is also working on placing signs around town to serve as a friendly reminder of the 
important services in town.  The (2) Washburn signs on either end of town will receive a makeover with 
landscaping.  Light poles will go up as soon as the load restrictions are lifted. 
 
Hager 
It has been brought to Mr. Hager’s attention that a resident refuses to pay garbage.  A garbage container 
was delivered to the resident, and the container then disappeared.  When the decision was made to 
disallow his payment of garbage services is not known at this time, but we would like to change this 
policy.  He will receive a letter stating he needs to pay garbage according to the City Ordinance.  Klaudt 
asked Mr. Hager the about getting a tree/twig dumpster.  Thomas states that we have had branch 
dumpsters in the past and it does not work as then the branches get larger and larger. 
 
A hanger belonging to a past resident of Washburn was destroyed by weather a few weeks ago, then 
damaged the hanger belonging to the Washburn Airport Authority. The initial bids are being requested 
for repairs and the insurance is being worked on at this time.  
 
 Duane –Nothing to report 
 
Dwight—Distributed he financials to Commissioners.  The audit will be the end of May beginning of 
June. 
 
Milissa—The election information has been placed in the paper for the (2) positions up for election and 
the park board.  Renee Beeter has retired from Waste Mgmt.  Midcontinent has made changes to the 
televisions bill, a .50 fee has been added. 
 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield has a new policy available to small businesses for employees.  This will allow all 
City employees to be covered as now only 2 are covered.  The price is the same and coverages are 



comparable.  The monthly cost is $124 per month.   
 
Klaudt made a motion to cover the remaining employees who do not have long term disability to our 
policy.  Lelm seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Thomas. 
Violation of dumping signs have been ordered to be placed at the Memorial Hall dumpster and the shop 
dumpster.  Residents are dumping large landscaping items as well as large metal items after hours.  A 
$500 fine will be assessed to anyone dumping. 
 
The following checks were written for payroll: B Price#22766,22791, M Price #22767,22792, 
Rothmann#22768,22793 L Thomas #22770,22795, J Zimmerman #22772,22797, A Thomas 22769,22794, 
Vetter#22771,22796 Peterson#22775,22790 
 
The following bills were presented: 
22773 Farmers Security Bank -  3,156.77 
22774 Job Service        52.26 
22775 State Tax Commissioner     801.00 
22776 Alltel         70.20 
22777 Alltel         49.48 
22778 Blue Cross Blue Shield    3,675.76 
22779 Cardmember Services        301.25 
22780 MDU        855.19 
22781 MVTL Lab        25.00 
22782 Northland Financial             110.00 
22783 One Call Concepts         5.20 
22784 Otter Tail Power Co.         4,870.23 
22785 Swanston Equipment          459.00 
22787 Dirty Deeds   4,218.00 
22788 WAEDA -   3,000.00 
22789 Hawkins Inc   2,081.99 
22798 Farmers Security Bank  2,622.77 
22799 AFLAC Group Insurance     345.52 
22800 American Funds      391.96 
22801 BHG Inc.      501.08 
22802 Brown & Saenger     116.49 
22803 Dacotah Paper     345.98 
2804   Enerbase      410.33 
22805 Dwight Hetletved  1,500.00 
22806 John Hancock      448.18 
22807 First District Health       36.00 
22808 Hawkins Inc        23.02 
22809 Krause's Super Valu       41.94 
22810 McLean Electric Coop       56.63 
22811 McLean County Sheriffs  7,488.56 
22812 Midwest Business       40.87 
22813 NAPA         72.53 
22814 RDO       112.94 
22815 Roehrich's Hardware       37.85 
22816 Southwest Business       87.00 
22817 Wagon Wheel Lumber      326.33 
22818 Waste Management   6,443.52 
22819 WRT       632.56 
22820 Business Forms     266.17 
22821 Chase Drug Office       13.66 
22822 Edling Electric      196.80 
22823 Flash Printing        91.94 
22824 Hoffer, Charlie      557.50 
22825 Lexis Nexis        99.52 



22826 MEC       929.43 
22827 Newman Traffic Signs     130.64 
22828 ND Rural Water      125.00 
22829 NDSC annual dues     150.00 
22830 Presort Plus Maint     168.89 
22831 Washburn Auto Body     183.92 
84 PKG Contracting Inc           332,602.68 
85 AE2S               26,317.44 
86 Edling Electric              98,211.42 
87 PKG Contracting                403,584.24 
Hager made a motion to pay the bills, Klaudt seconded the motion all approved. 
 
 Hager made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
 
 


