
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
February 13, 2012 6:30 pm 

 
The Washburn City Commission met on Monday February 13, 2012 at 6:30 pm in the 
Washburn City Hall.  The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hager, 
Laning, Bauer, Miller, and Moran, Commissioners Absent: none  
 
Commissioner Miller called the meeting to order.  
 
An inquiry was made on Heritage Height Blok 6(six), Lot 4 (four).  Lot 4(four) is a triangle 
and has about half of the square footage of the remaining lots would the City Commission 
consider a lower purchase price? The interested party would like to purchase Block 6 Lots 
4(four) and 5 (five), building a home on lot 5(five) and garage on lot 4(four). Hager asked 
what size of garage is being planned. The party’s representative did not know but could get 
the information. Bauer suggested it may be a good area for a playground/city park. The 
issue was table until more information could be presented. 
 
Pledge of Securities from Farmers Security Bank was presented for approval, Hager made 
motion to approve the Pledge of Securities, Bauer seconded the motion  “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance #146 regulating Work/Man Camps:  Laning questioned why the City of 
Washburn would want to pass an ordinance to prohibit the building of a man/work camp 
within the city limits.  Hager stated the ordinance does not prohibit man/work camp but it 
would give the City Commission control of how, where or if a man/work camp could be 
built.  Hager made motion to have the first reading of Ordinance #146 Roll Call Vote: 
“Aye” Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” Laning, “ABSENT” none. Motion carried. 
Price preformed the first reading of Ordinance #146. 

  
Newly Voigt was present representing a local investor looking to build a multi-family 
housing. The investor would like to know if the City of Washburn would consider selling 
the undeveloped lots in the Heritage Height Pioneer Addition for multifamily housing.  
Discussion was held concerning if the improved lots are R1 and if the city sells the 
neighboring lots and they are rezoned to R4 will that affect the selling of the improved lots 
for single family homes.  Commission will table discussion until more information can be 
gathered.  
 
Laning made a motion to approve the Renaissance Zone Authority application from Justin 
Hoag for a single family home in the Heritage Heights which is part of the Renaissance 
Zone for the City of Washburn. Bauer seconded the motion, Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none, motion carried. 
 
City placed ads for Transportation/Street Engineer and received proposals from 5 firms 
Laning and Bauer reviewed the proposals and made inquiries to recent projects, 
qualification, rated, and office location. They narrowed the number of proposals; upon 
discussion they feel it is beneficial to the City of Washburn to have one engineering firm for 



water, sewer, and streets. Laning made a motion to hire AE2S as the City of Washburn 
street/transportation engineers, Bauer seconded the motion, Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none motion carried. 
 
 
Newly Voigt representing WAEDA, he announced that Karen Hansen has resigned her 
position. WAEDA is at a crossroads is it beneficial to hire another Economic Development 
Director or should WAEDA and the City team up together and hire a combination  
Economic Development Director, City Planner and Housing Authority Director.  Voigt 
stated WAEDA is looking to the City on how to move forward. Laning stated he thought 
Karen was doing a good job and making some good things happen in the community.  
Commissioners would like to table the issue, Laning and Bauer volunteered to work with 
WAEDA on ideas to find a solution.  Voigt noted that WAEDA will have their monthly 
meeting Monday 20, 2012 at 12:00 pm, at the City Hall, at that time the housing and motel 
feasibility study will be presented by Delore Zimmerman.  The WAEDA phone calls will be 
forward to the City office until another decision is made, and Voigt will help Joan with the 
Home Builders Show 2-25-12 on behalf of WAEDA.       
 
Hager made a motion to assign Adam Thomas as the  Building Inspector for the 
Washburn, he will take care of the property inspection of building permits and to revisit 
sites to insure ordinances are being followed etc. Thomas will not be responsible for finding 
pins if they are not readily available. Laning seconded the motion, Roll Call Vote “AYE” 
Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none motion carried. 
 
Residential lots being used for other ways then ordinance allows. Hager requested a letter 
with a return be sent to the resident on Main Ave with a deadline, if no action is taken 
contact the Sheriff to enforce the ordinance and impound the vehicles. 
 
Miles Gradin was present with representatives from Paradise Properties, Dean Kessel and 
Scott Ahman, with an offer for the developed lots at Heritage Heights. The offer was to sell 
the lots for 10,500.00 per lot and have the City pay off the special assessments on the lots. 
Hager made a motion to decline the offer at this time but will get back to Paradise 
Properties after more information can be gathered. Laning seconded the motion. Roll call 
Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none.  Price 
will contact the City Attorney on how the City can proceed in negotiating a sale price.  
 
There will be a public hearing held by the Public Service Commission on the Minkota 
transmission line being proposed. 
 
Toman will be cleaning up the trail project 
 
Dwight Hetletved suggested putting some of the cash from the savings account into a CD. 
Bauer made motion to buy a CD for $300,000.00 for 5 years with cash from the savings 
account, Moran seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, 
Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. 
 



Dwight Hetletved presented a resignation for his firm for the City accounting. The 
resignation will be effective 4-31-12.  
 
PORTFOLIOS: 
Laning none 
Bauer none 
Hager: The govern went out on the sewer machine and it cost $1400.00 to repair the 
breakdown. 
Moran none 
Miller none 
 
Bills: 
24295 Chad A Dahme    1,272.96 
24296 Julie Petersen       343.73 
24303 Barbara Price -      420.44 
24304 Milissa Price    1,435.95 
24305 Bryan L Rothmann    1,607.27 
24306 Adam L Thomas    1,285.29 
24301 Vetter, Nadina         23.49 
24307 Joan R Zimmerman    1,069.71 
AWD USA     2,168.79 
24308 AmeriPride        153.99 
24309 Chase Drug            3.16 
24310 Coal Conversion Counties     200.00 
24311 Enerbase        270.29 
24312 First District Health         36.00 
24313 Flash Printing         90.94 
24314 Matthew Bender & Co,           53.89 
24315 Mclean County Recorder        20.00 
24316 McLean Electric        96.14 
24317 One Call            3.90 
24318 RDO            4.13 
24319 St. Alexius Medical       250.00 
24320 Swanston Equipment    5,302.06 
24321 Schwarz, Elmer    1,629.27 
24322 NDSU EXTENSION         30.00 
24323 Northern Improvement               131,665.60 
24324 Julie Petersen       367.17 
24325 Barbara Price -      527.57 
24326 Milissa Price     1,526.91 
24327 Bryan L Rothmann    1,921.83 
24328 Adam L Thomas         1,428.83 
24329 Vetter, Nadina       194.31 
24330 Joan R Zimmerman    1,012.63 
24331 Chad A Dahme    1,303.69 
AWD USA                    2,410.30 
24332 AFLAC       451.88 
24333 American Funds     830.92 
24334 BHG         36.00 
24335 Blue Cross/Blue Shield   4,658.52 
24336 Bismarck Tribune      130.72 
24337 Cardmember      544.15 
24338 Creative Marketing Solutions    160.37 
24339 Fargo Water Equipment    173.30 
24340 John Hancock Life      260.00 
24341 Hawkins         23.15 
24342 K & D Service      218.00 
24343 Lignite Energy Council      590.00 
24344 McLean County Sheriff  7,893.76 
24345 MDU     1,807.21 
24346 MVTL Lab        25.00 
24347 Otter Tail Power    4,612.06 
24348 Presort Plus                      168.89 
24349 ND Rural Water      200.00 



24350 Sensus    1,650.00 
24351 Swanston Equipment      459.00 
24352 Washburn Civic Club        75.00 
24353 Workforce Safety & Insurance      1,880.57 
24354 Bank of North Dakota               30,269.38 
24355 AT & T                      109.56 
24356 Hawkins    1,287.00 
24357 Postmaster Office         90.00 
24358 Postmaster      154.00 
24360 Julie Petersen      355.47 
24361 Barbara Price      475.51 
24362 Milissa Price    1,462.66 
24363 Bryan L Rothmann    1,549.88 
24364 Adam L Thomas   1,615.69 
24365 Vetter, Nadina -      169.41 
24366 Joan R Zimmerman   1,042.17 
AWD USA     2,354.17 
24368 AFLAC     451.88 
24369 AmeriPride    245.73 
24381 BHG Inc.                    791.11 
24370 Bismarck Tribune       192.01 
24371 Brown & Saenger      25.40 
24372 Dacotah Paper    233.14 
24382 Doc's Shop Inc.                 1,489.93 
24383 Enerbase      471.46 
24373 First District Health       36.00 
24384 Flexible Pipe Tool                 1,515.00 
24385 Hawkins      832.65 
24386 Krause's          6.31 
24374 Matthew Bender & Co        6.00 
24387 McLean Electric      100.93 
24388 Midwest Business        48.90 
24375 ND Department of Health  7,217.79 
24376 Northland Financial       125.00 
24389 Scott's Hardware        63.44 
24377 Swanston Equipment       459.00 
24378 Wagon Wheel Lumber           9.36 
24379 Waste Management -   7,040.83 
24390 WRT       775.08 
24380 Zenon Maint    8,308.00 
146  AE2S1   1,428.77 
 
Hager made motion to pay the bills, Laning seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote “AYE” 
Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


