
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
January 9, 2012 6:30 pm 

 
The Washburn City Commission met on Monday December 13, 2010 at 6:30 pm in the Washburn City 
Hall.  The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hager, Laning, Bauer, Miller, and 
Moran, Commissioners Absent: none Commissioner Miller called the meeting to order.  
 
Hager made motion to approve the minutes from the December 12, 2011 regular Commission Meeting, 
Bauer seconded the motion, all approved. 
 
Second reading of Ordinance #82A, Hager made motion to approve the second reading, Bauer seconded 
the motion, all approved. 
 
Bauer made motion to accept a resolution to raise the charge of pet licenses in Ordinance #82A to $5.00 
per pet for the original annual license/tag, and $3.00 for a replacement of tag if original tag is lost. Laning 
seconded the motion, Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, 
“ABSENT” none. Motion passed. 
  
A Conditional Use permit application was presented by Wagon Wheel Lumber for Property located at 
Northview Addition, Block 5. The area will be used for the expansion of Wagon Wheel Lumber’s home 
building business. Bauer made motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit, Hager seconded the 
motion. Discussion followed: Bauer stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission held a Public 
Hearing for the request and recommended an approval of the request. Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion passed. 
 
Double parking on Main Street, Hager questioned the semi-trucks that double park on Main Ave. It 
causes line of sight issues, block traffic and possible safety hazard. They often block the post office, and 
park in front of no parking signs. It would seem they could park on side streets and make their deliveries 
especially when the deliveries are small. 
 
The construction of man camps was introduced to start discussion on how the City would like to handle 
the possibility of a man camp being built within the City limits of Washburn.   Discussion was held on 
what land would be large enough for such construction and if the City of Washburn wants to get ahead of 
the game by making guidelines in advance. The issue was tabled until more information could be 
gathered. 
 
Bulk water sales may become greater with the oil business moving closer. If so, the property for the 
trucks to wait in line to fill trucks may become an issue. Commission may want to think about the future 
and how they would handle the truck traffic if a problem arises. 
 
Karen Hansen was present representing WAEDA she reported that WAEDA has applied and received a 
$5000.00 grant from the ND Housing Agency for the housing study. Karen introduced Doug McDonald 
from Praxis Strategy Group to report on the Motel and Housing feasibility study performed within 
Washburn.   McDonald report on the motel study first and his findings were that Washburn could easily 
sustain a 20 unit motel and suggested other amenities be built in stages, such as a pool and restaurant 
facilities.  They have been contacted by a group that is interested in constructing a 48 unit extended stay 
motel type structure with the thought of it being a work/man camp type unit.  Discussion on man camps 
within the City lead to comments about the City infrastructure handling the increased utilization and to 
keep in mind that with increase population there will be a need for increased law enforcement and 
emergency services. McDonald spoke quickly on the property that would be adequate for a motel. 
Washburn has a few areas it would be sufficient. The best areas are located near one of the Highways (83 
or 2000A) in Washburn. 
 
Housing feasibility study suggests that priorities would be an assistant care facility and rental properties 
of upscale, large apartments with three bedrooms along with single family homes. It will serve not only 
possible oil company employees but also the coal industry that is already in place in the area.  Washburn 
is a nice community and wants to have a sustainable growth.  McDonald recommended to control what is 
in your control, build what the community wants/needs for the long run. McDonald recommended the 
City and WAEDA work with local land owners in helping to develop vacant properties. Hansen stated 
WAEDA has been contacted by investors but is having difficulty finding property to develop.  
 
Judge Hunze asked the Annual report of the Municipal Court be dispersed to the City Commission. 
 
PORTFOLIOS: 
Laning: none 
 
Bauer: diagram of new fire truck, it will be delivered in 180 days. 



 
Hager: Courtwood Apartments was sold and the owner is unhappy with the way water and sewer is 
charged. The method is set by ordinance and will be explained to the new owners. 
 
Moran: none 
 
Miller: none 
 
Election information will be available at the City Office January 13, 2012 for anyone that would like to 
run for one of the open seats  
 
Hager made a motion to designate Farmers Security Bank as the City of Washburn’s depository of public 
funds which meet the pledge of security requirements, Moran seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote 
“AYE” Laning, Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion passed. 
 
Hager made a motion to appoint Laning and Bauer to review the RFQ by Engineers that are interested in 
the street/transportation engineering, Laning seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion passed. 
 
Dwight presented the financials and asked the Commission to consider the correcting the negative 
balances in the following funds: advertizing, library, and the airport authority, Laning made a motion to 
zero the balances with General Fund monies, Hager seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Laning, 
Bauer, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. Motion passed. 
 
BILLS: 
24241 Duane Bauer     566.10 
24242 Chad A Dahme   1,262.59 
24243 Foster R Hager     566.10 
24244 Hunze, Lauren      925.44 
24245 Derek P Laning      566.10 
24246 Elmer Miller       849.15 
24247 Moran, DeWayne      566.10 
24248 Julie Petersen      343.73 
24249 Barbara Price     555.37 
24250 Milissa Price   1,364.11 
24251 Bryan L Rothmann   1,609.55 
24252 Adam L Thomas   1,252.22 
24239 Vetter, Nadina      101.81 
24240 Joan R Zimmerman      979.14 
24253 Dakota West Credit  1,400.00 
AWD USA Taxpayment   2,855.82 
24262 AE2S    3,135.30 
24263 American Funds     613.67 
24264 Cardmember Service    393.04 
24265 Doc's Shop Inc.  1,396.68 
24266 First District Health       36.00 
24267 Hawkins Inc        15.00 
24268 John Hancock     220.65 
24269 McLean County           40,634.55 
24270 MDU    1,393.97 
24271 MFOA       30.00 
24272 MVTL        25.00 
24273 Newman Signs       53.29 
24274 One Call        23.40 
24275 Otter Tail Power  4,394.82 
24276 Smithy's LLC       70.65 
24277 Toman Engineering  9,367.00 
24278 WARREN'S LOCKS     304.50 
24279 Weber Electric Inc.       65.00 
24254 Chad A Dahme   1,262.59 
24255 Julie Petersen      343.73 
 24256 Barbara Price      512.78 
24257 Milissa Price   1,458.55 
24258 Bryan L Rothmann   1,463.08 
24259 Adam L Thomas   1,151.80 
24260 Vetter, Nadina      211.44 
24261 Joan R Zimmerman      997.51 
AWD USA Taxpayment   2,111.05 
24280 Postmaster       158.63 
24281 American Funds     782.88 
24282 BHG Inc      371.99 
24283 Bl Cr/Bl Sh  4,658.52 
24284 Hawkins   2,295.30 
24285 K & D Service     535.60 
24286 Krause's Super Valu       34.84 
24287 Newman Signs       52.20 
24288 Scott's Hardware    391.39 
24289 Wagon Wheel Lumber    170.32 
24290 Water Smith Inc.  3,140.00 
24291 WRT       759.53 
24292 AT & T      110.74 
24293 Waste Management  7,034.71 
24294 Northland Financial    110.00 
145 AE2S      3272.25 
 
Hager made a motion to pay the bills, Bauer seconded the motion all approved. 
Meeting adjourned 


