
Washburn City Commission Meeting 
January 11, 2010 6:30 pm 

 
 

The Washburn City Commission met on Monday January 11, 2010 at 6:30 pm in the Washburn City 
Hall.  The following Commissioners were present: Commissioner Hagar, Klaudt, Lelm Miller, and 
Moran, Commissioners Absent: none. Commissioner Miller called the meeting to order.  
 
 
Commissioner Hager moved to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2009 Commission Meeting and 
the December 18, 2009 Special Commission meeting. Moran seconded the motion.  All approved.  
 
A resident of Washburn sent an e-mail to the Washburn City Commissioners stating that the City would 
be liable for any damage to their property from spring runoff due to the changes in the alley apron. 
Hager made a motion to send a letter in reply to the resident explaining that the City is not liable for any 
damages to the resident’s property due to the resident altered their landscape and the surface structure 
of alley. Klaudt made a motion. All approved 
 
It was reported that residents are piling snow on the boulevards and properties piling it 3-6 feet high 
causing issue with the City removal of the snow from the city streets and causing concern to safety 
measures.  Discussions lead to recommending the City place an ad in the Leader News to residents and 
snow removal contractors on proper disposal of snow. If the issue continues a snow removal ordinance 
will need to be developed to enforce the ruling. 
  
 Klaudt made a motion to approve a resolution for a tax emption of improvements to buildings following 
the North Dakota Century Code 57-02.2 with the exception of the time limit of the exemption to be 2 
years, Hager seconded the motion. Roll call vote “AYE” Klaudt, Lelm, Hager, Moran, Miller “NAY” 
none, “ABSENT” none.  Motion carried. 
 
Hager made a motion to deny the tax exemption application for the remodeling of the house at 704 6th 
Street, Washburn, ND, due to rules set forth in the NDCC 57-02.2, Lelm seconded the motion. Roll call 
vote “AYE” Klaudt, Lelm, Hager, Miller, “NAY” Moran “ABSENT” none.   Motion carried. 
 
Phil and Farrah Hentch made a request for an abatement for 2009 taxes on their property at 704 6th 
Street. Question arose on the abatement procedure, the Commission would like Neil Heringer, City 
Assessor, to advise them on the procedures for abatements and make a written report to the City 
Commission on the Hentch’s abatement application.  
 
Dave Thompson of Toman Engineering reported an update on the sewer/water contract 2009.  December 
21, 2009 a meeting was held with representatives from the City of Washburn, Toman Engineering, and 
Northern Excavating to review all items on the contract and work completed. There will be ongoing 
discussion between parties. 
 
Payment requests for contractors working on the water treatment plant have been received for the 
amount of $496,090.75 and at this time the federal funding has not been received. The Commissioners 
would like a letter sent to the contractors stating we are waiting for reimbursement of federal money that 
has been awarded and is the process of being reimbursed at this time and the City will make payment 
immediately upon receiving the funds.  Hager will phone Senator Dorgan to see if he can help with the 
funding issues.  
 
Moran made a motion to approve the lease from Enerbase to lease Railroad Lots #24, 25, 26, 27 west of 
the existing road in the vacated Veeder Street, City of Washburn, North Dakota. Hager seconded the 



motion, the lease contains the terms dealing with conditions of the premises, maintenance, insurance, 
utilities, and termination. Roll call vote “AYE” Klaudt, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” Lelm, “ABSENT” 
none. 
 
Second Reading of the McLean Electric Cooperative franchise Lelm made a motion to approve the 
seconded reading Moran seconded the motion,  Roll Call Vote “AYE” Klaudt, Lelm, Hager, Moran, 
Miller “NAY” none, “ABSENT” none. 
 
Letter was received from Ottertail Power about the City having signs on their poles and that they need to 
be removed and placed on poles belonging to the City at the City’s expense.  Klaudt will call the author of 
the letter and get more information and/or invite someone to attend a Commissioner’s Meeting.   
 
Portfolios: 
 
Commissioner Klaudt: Planning and Zoning had a meeting with a request from a residence on building a 
garage on residential lots. The area in question is not likely to have a residential building due to the lack 
of sewer, and the lots in this area at the present time have structures of this type currently.  
 
Commissioner Lelm: nothing 
 
Commissioner Hager: Airport Authority Board is looking for Board Members. Water treatment plant 
construction is going very well. Water/sewer rates will have an increase for 2010 and books will be mailed 
out this month. 
 
Commissioner Moran: nothing 
 
Commissioner Miller: 
 
Milissa: Saturday is the closing ceremony for the Smithsonian Exhibit. Election paperwork for the two 
seats that will be up for election on the City Commission is available at the Washburn City Office. There 
will be a Water Violation letter going out to all residence and will be printed in the Leader News, this 
violation is from the violation this spring. Municipal Judge annual report distributed to all of the City 
Commissioners.     
 
Dwight:  Klaudt made a motion to moved funds from the general account to the advertising account in 
the amount of $4,434.01 Hager seconded the motion Roll Call Vote: “AYE” Klaudt, Lelm, Hager, Moran, 
Miller , “NAY” none “ABSENT” none.  Motion carried. Hager made a motion to move funds from the 
general account to street engineers in the amount of $30,659.32 Klaudt seconded the motion. Roll Call 
Vote: “AYE” Klaudt, Lelm, Hager, Moran, Miller, “NAY” none “ABSENT” none.  Motion carried. 
 
Hager made a motion to pay the bills, Moran seconded the motion all approved. 
 
Klaudt made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
 
 The following checks were written for payroll: B Price22513, 22556, M Price #22514,22557 
Rothmann22515,22558, L Thomas #22517,22560, J Zimmerman #22520, AThomas #22516, 22559, 
Peterson#22512,22555, Vetter#22519,22561 
 
The following bills were presented:  
22521 Farmers Security Bank    3,342.87 
22522 Alltel Utilities                        70.20 
22523 Blue Cross Blue Shield    3,671.23  



22524 Alltel           48.94 
22525 Cardmember Services         456.48 
22526 Lindell Law Office         50.00 
22527 MDU       1,603.21 
22528 Northland Financial       110.00 
22529 One Call Concepts         18.20 
22530 Otter Tail Power Co.    4,222.21 
22531 Coal Conversion Counties      550.00 
22532 K & D Service        411.00 
22533 Farmers Union Insurance         305.00 
22534 St. Paul Stamp Works,              78.20 
22535 TomKatz Repair LLC       849.92 
22536 Job Service ND Unemployement            66.82 
22537 State Tax Commissioner          979.45 
22538 Hoffer, Charlie                 1,222.50 
22539 BHG Inc.        341.30 
22540 Brown & Saenger         13.32 
22541 Enerbase Cooperative    1,353.44 
22542 Krause's Super Valu         25.95 
22543 NAPA         278.73 
22544 Roehrich's Hardware       358.10 
22545 Swanston Equipment Corp     459.00 
22546 Wagon Wheel Lumber           133.21 
22547 Fishbeck Technology Consulting         980.00 
22548 Matthew Bender & Co,          185.94 
22549 AFLAC            345.52 
22550 St. Alexius Medical Center      250.00 
22551 First District Health         78.00 
22552 McLean Electric Coop Utilities         115.92 
22553 Waste Management     6,257.18 
22554 WRT          637.95 
22562 Doc's Shop        260.50 
22563 American Funds           380.30 
22564 John Hancock Life        435.45 
22565 McLean County Sheriffs Dept   7,488.56 
 
 


